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Tranſlator's Dedication; 


To the moſt Reverend 


Dr. WILLIAM WAKE, 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


2 4 M ſo well ſatisfy'd, My Lord, of 
your care and vigilance on behalf o 
FM Religion, that I am perſwaded neither 
1 Af the inſpection of your large Province, 
E nor the arduous Afﬀairs of State about 
| ==} which you are daily conſulted, can hin- 
dier your Grace, from being ſingularly attentive to what is 
non tranſacting in our neighbouring Country of France; 
where Nature ſeems to be in violent pangs, labour ing to 
a bring forth ſomething extraordinary: which. I pray God 


Nation as to the Reform'd Religion. Nor indeed were 
zhere ever more promiſeing hopes of a durable Reformati- 
on in France, than at tbu very Juncture. If your Grace 
did not underſtand French ſo well, and had not one of 
the famouſeſt Churches in the weirld been committed to 
your Charge ; yet barely conſidering you as a man of pro- 
found Learning, none can ſuppoſe you a Stranger to the Af- 
fair of the Conſtitution UnicGeniTus, wherein ſo 
many Propoſitions maintain'd by all good Proteſtants, 
moſt of them extratied out of the holy Scriptures, agd 
many of them conceiv'd in the very words of the Goſpel, 
are impiouſly condemn'd by the Pope, who by this very pro- 
ceeding truely manifeſts himſelf to be Antichriſt, ſetting 
himſelf in the place of God; nay and exalting himſelf a- 
bove the Divine Majeſty, in as much as be cwſes what 
be bas bleft, and forbids what he has commanded, But 


as every particular Incident relateing to that Conſtituti- 4 


on may not come to your knowledge, ſo I beg leave to 
acquaint your Grace, that tauenty eight of thoſe Biſhops in 
France, ho purely and ſimply accept it (to uſe 
their ſlawiſh language) haveing preſented two Memorials 
about it to his Royal Highneſs the Regent, they, aſſert 
therein, among other things, that the Biſhops are the onely 
Paſtors of the Church properly ſo calld, and that the Preſ- 
byters are but their Delegates or Curates. The Doctrine 
25 no leſs conirary to SCripture and Reaſon, than that of 
the Jeſuits and other ſhavelings of the Romiſh Synagogue, 
ho wou d needs have the Pope to be the ouely Paſtor, and 
the Biſhops to be but his Curates or Subſtitutes, But Tam 
ſorry I can affirm, that many Proteſtants have been Po- 
piſh enough to maintain the firſt of theſe Doctrines, bow 
loudly ſdever they cou'd declaim againſt the ſecond ; which 
made all the Mini ſters in the Epiſcopal Church of Scot- 
land, 63le it ſubſiſted, to be commonly call d by no other 
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way prove favourable and fortunate, as well tothe Britiſh - 


gre than that of Curates, nor to be otherwiſe indeed ac. 
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counted. The ſecular Prieſts in France, who bave made 
o noble a ſtand of late againſt the Pope's Pretenſions and 
Incroachments, eſpecially his Infallibility, cou'd not bear 
with this intolerable degradation of their ſpiritual Charac- 
ter by ſome of their Italianix d Biſhops, which made them 
1 enquire a little more narrowly into the Original of theſe 
o- things (the moſt natural ſtep towards a Reformation) 
and the reſult of their enquiry from Scripture and Anti- 
ſo J quity is, that Presbyters are the onely Paſtors, Biſhops be- 
Ss, ing no oiberwiſe Paſtors than as they are Presbyters: ſince 
1d, | theſe words are ſynonymous appellations of one and the ſelf 
l, 3 ſame Order, however the word Biſhop may be peculiarly 
o= 7 applyd to any one among the Presbyters, appointed to pre- 
2} fide over the reſt in any Church or Diſtrict, and to be their 
= | ſpokeſman or vepreſemative in Synods, Councils, or upon 
an other occaſion, This is the ſubject of a Letter which 
I do my ſelf the hanour to tranſmit to your Grace, and 
3 which was written by a Doctor of the Sorbonne to the 
Biſhop of Autun, one of the twenty eight Memorialiſts a- 
bovemention'd, The reaſon of my giveing your Grace this 
trouble is, that I hope it may be of ſome uſe in forwarding 
an accommodation of our differences at home, about the di- 
werſity or identity of Riſhops and Presbyters. Nothing 
bas more retarded an agreement in other matters than this 
very diſpute ; nor has any thing more ſcandalix d our 
brethren of the Foreign Reform'd Churches, than that 
their Miniſters are re- ordaiu'd in England, while pro- 
ſelzted Popiſh Prieſts never are + as if all Ordination by 
mere Presbyters were null and void; and that Ordination 
by Biſhops alone (howevtr corrupt) were valid and effectual. 
This Doctrine is contrary tothe expreſs words and examples of 
Scripture ; to the ſoundeſt, that is, to the oldeſt Antiquity, 
if I may ſpeak ſo: it is contrary to the Doctrine of all the 
firſt Reformers both at home and abroad, and to the Sen- 
ti ments of à very conſiderable number of Biſhops and othev 
Clergymen of the eftabliſh'd Church at this time, and 4 
| N Va 
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vaſt numbers of the Laity who conform to it. All theſe una- 
nimouſiy reject the notion of Biſhops being a diſtinct order 
from Presbyters ; that Presbyters can onely be ordain d by 
Biſhops, but not vice verſa ; that there muſt be an unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion of ſuch Biſhops from the Apoſtles to 
this time; and that without fa an Epiſcopal Succeſſion 
and Ordination, there can be no regular Miniſtry or Sa- 
craments. On the contrary they allow, that in all Meet- 
ings of Perſons otherwiſe equal, to debate or reſolve upon 
æny thing, there oug bt naturally to be à Preſident or Fore- 
man for order-ſake choſen among them; either to propoſe 
their queſtions, or to gather their voices, or to moderate in 

their diſputes, or to ſpeak in their names : and therefore, 
whether this Preſident be call d a Biſhop in Greek, à Su- 
perintendent in Latin, or an Overſeer in Engliſh (all 
words of the [ame fignification) whether be be call'd a Mo- 
dierator, a Chairman, or by any other equivalent name, they 
matter it not; provided the primitive idea, and the thing 
it ſelf, be carefully retain d. Now, My Lord, if ſuch 
numbers of our own Church, over and above the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters of all Sorts, be of this mind; if they ad- 
mit of no diſtinction of Order, by divine appointment, 
between Biſhops and Presbyters ; and yet acknowledge that 
a Preſident may no leſs by humane appointment, than by 
divine example, be choſen occaſionally, or even for life if 
not misbehaveing : if they are, I ſay, for the primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy, in which one ſtated Preſident, together 
with his Presbytery, or the Miniſters of his diſtri&, go- 
wern'd their Church by ſpiritual Laus; but not for Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopacy, in which one Biſhop, without his Preſ- 
bytery, governs. many thouſands by a Lay Chancellor and 
other Officers, whoſe very names are unknown to all An- 
tiquity, by ſecular laws: if this be ſo, I repeat it, why 
ſhou d not the Reformation be completed here at length in 
this reſpe# ? Why ſhou'd not all Proteſtants be made 
eaſy in this eſſential Point at home? and why ſnoud we 
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got lay aſide the odious Re- ordination of thoſe abroad? 
2 Muſt the Popiſh Pries of France ontſtrip us in this re- 
J gard, and jump at once into a perfect Reformation, 
while we are for near two ages canvaſſing of one Article? 
l hat reaſon ean there be againſt reſtoreing the old Epiſco- 
7 pacy, but either to gratify the Papiſts, or to retain immo- 
Jexate Power in ſome hands, where it ought leaſt of all 
to be placd? Theſe are motives 1 cou'd not reſiſt, to lay 
this matter ſeriouſly before your Grace; as one perfectly 
well acquainted with the Conſtitution of the Forei gu 
Churches, and that has ſignally oppos d the extravagan- 
® cies of ſome of our own Clergymen. As you appear to 
be none of thoſe of whom it can be ſaid, that the Biſhop 
bas ſpoilt the Doctor; and that ] preſume you wou'd ra- 


tber be thought to reſemble Abbot or Tillotſon, than 


2 Whitgift or Bancroft : ſo I am not without hopes, that 
you'll influence matters for the honour of the Church of 
England in ſuch à manner, that the Cler 'y themſelves 
3 may ſoon offer a Plan of Reformation in this particular 
to tbe Parliament; together with ſuch other convenient 
7 Atterations in our Liturgy and Diſcipline, as may unite 
moſt of our People, and not ſo much eſtrange the reſt as 
+ bitherto. Then it will no longer be ſaid of all Churches 
Without exception, that no Reformation 18 to be epected 
from them, unleſs the State take the matter into their own 
bands, and doit without them, No body, from your con- 
tant behaviour, can imagine that your Grace od mu- 
late one of thoſe Archbiſhops I have juſt nam'd ; who, 
z while a Doctor, complain'd moſt grievouſly of the High 
$ Church impoſitions, to expreſs my ſelf in our modern Di- 
4 ale : but none was for preſſing them more, when once be 
became Archbiſhop of Canterbury; none more rigorous, 
er haughty, or fonder of Power, to the no leſs diſappoint- 
ment than mortification of all moderate men. But you ara 
2 of another-gueſs Spirit from this Prelate, My Lord, who 
complain d to Queen Elizabeth, that the N 
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The Tranſlator's Dedication, 
had paſt a bill, giveing liberty to marry at all times 
of the Year without reſtraint; contrary to the old 
Canons continually obſerv'd among us (ſays be?) 
and containing matter which tendeth to the ſlan- 
der of this Church, as haveing hitherto maintain'd an 
errour. Ay there it is, this # the main obſtruction at 
this _ time againſt any further Reformation ; the 

eing of 4 very late Antiquity (permit me to [peak ſo 
2 the pride of Antichri * ſbow it 147 . 
but, for God's ſake, let's quit this fantaſtical humour, © 
and childiſh hankering after Infallibility ; let us be more 
proud of amending an errour, than aſham d of haveing 
fallen into one. The longer we have perſiſted in any, the © 


' ſooner we ſhowd quit it; eſpecially when experience has 


convinc'd us of the fatal conſequences of our delay, as in 
this ſame conteſt about Epiſcopacy. I am the more diſpos'd © 
ſtill to bope for an accommodation in this Article, by the © 
influence and intervention of your Grace; becauſe no man 
is more deſervedly applauded, for being ſo comprehenſive | 
@ maſter of antient and modern Hiſtory. Wherefore I ap- 
peal to your ſelf, My Lord, whether Wicklif, our fit 


Reformer, did not think all other degrees, but thoſe of © 


Presbyters and Deacons, not only to be contrary to the New © 
Teftament, but alſo to be the effects of imperious 
Pride? Whether the Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man, 
compos'd under Edward VI, acknowledges any more than | 
two orders of Miniſters in the Church? whether our firſt 
Prelates, that ſeal'd the Reformation with their Blood, © 
did not all declare for the ſame thing? And whether all the. 
Reform'd Churches in the World, did not both teach and 
practiſe it? the Superintendents that were formerly in Scot-+ 
land, and that are ſtill in Germany; and the Bifhops * 
that are both in Denmark and Sweden, being one and | 


the ſame thing: differing in their ſound, but agreeing in 
their nature. This is undeniable. We are very apt, I con- * 


feſs, to ſay, that had it not been for the neceſſity of their a 
| affairs, | 


The Tranſlator's Dedication. 

affairs, the Reform'd abroad wou'd have ſet up our 
Platform of Church Government : whereas in reality we 
our ſelves are the Perſons, whom neceſſity conſtrain'd to 


proceed hitherto no further, and ere, retain 
this diſtinction of order between Biſhops and Presbyters, 


to retain Deans, Archdeacons, Lay-Chancellors, Com- 
miſſaries, Officials, Prebendaries and Canons, Chan- 
ters, with I know not what names and offices beſides, 
he unſettl'd diſpoſition of Henry the eighth, the ſhort 
3 livaneſs of Edward the ſixth, the womaniſh and gamdy 
JT temper of Cucen Elizabeth, the perſecuting Spirit of 


; 6 ſome of her Biſhops, but, above all, the Popiſh inclina- 


tions of moſt of the Scottiſh line, are the true cauſes 
that have neceſſitated us to bear ſo long with theſe things: 
whereas tis certain, that the People in general have 
been from the beginning for a more perfect Reformati- 


on, that they have been againſt the exceſſive pomp and 


3 grandeur of Clergymen, againſt ſuperſtitious habits of 


HFeatheniſb original, againſt a multitude of unwarranta= 
ble or uſeleſs Ceremonies, and againſt ſymbolizeing in a- 
ny other manner with Popiſh Superſtition, Idolatry, and 


: Tyranny. They were not averſe to ſuch things meerly 
: becauſe they are Popiſh, as ſome folks poorly imagine; 
but becauſe in their own nature they thought *em alſo 

3 :nconventent, or of evil tendency, or contrary to the de- 
. 2 ſigns of the Goſpel : and the ſtale pretenſe of thus bring- 
ing over the Papiſts, has had the quite contrary effect, 
even of carrying over to them many Proteſtants. The 


- 3 leaſt excuſable of all thoſe neceſſities, is the unevangelical 


conduct of our perſecuting Biſhops in thoſe days : Per- 


: | | ſecutors, IT. ſay it, of their Puritan brethren, who were 
; 7 fellow Sufferers and fellow Confeſſors with them in the 


Marian Perſecution; Perſecutors to deprivation, im- 


i ; 1 priſoument, and baniſhment, nay to fire and faggot, t5 
gibbets and gallows, of ſuch as declar'd for a greater 


. 7 ſmplicity of worſhip, or a ſtrifter diſcipline than them- 
i = a. ſelves, 
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ſelves, It ſeems really menſtrous, that any ſhould be 
put to Death on ſuch accounts by thoſe, who ſo lately 
declaim'd againſt ſuch ſacrificers of men for conſcience- 
fake. our Grace did not know theſe things as 
man living, I ſhou'd not have grudg'd my 
pains to give you particular Proofs of them; and am 
ready to do ſo, whenever honour'd by your commands. 
I cow'd likewiſe add many other Proofs no leſs demon- 
ſt rative from Antiquity, to thoſe contain d in the follow- 
ing Letter, of the Identity of Biſhops and Presbyters : 
but that J eſteem all ſuch proofs ſuperfluous, where the 
Scriptures themſelves are ſo clear; for appealing to the 
Fathers in things where the Scriptures are plain, is 
artfully ſpinning out of Diſputes, obſcureing what is 
manifeſt, perplexing what is ſimple, and going out of 
the light to read in the dark. Tet if the matter were 
to be decided by the Writers of Antiquity, thoſe of the 
greateſt antiquity (who to be ſure muſt be the beſt, if 
there be any weight in this Flea) are all for the ſide 
of the Oueſtion that 1 eſpouſe, as do many thouſands of 
other Conformiſts in your Grace's Province, Cle- 
mens Romanus and Polycarp declare as perempto- 
rily for two Orders only, and thoſe choſen by the Peo- 
ple, as words can declare any thing: ſo do the other Mri- 
ters, for a Biſhop as a preſiding Presbyter, but not for a 
d:iſtinit order of Biſhops, down to jerom; who, in his E- 
piſtles to Evagrius ang Oceanus, and in his Comment a- 
ry on Titus, zrrefragably proves the identity of Biſhops 
and Presbyters, both as to name and order. But the 
Fathers, as 1 ſaid, are quite out of the queſtion ;, and 
when they are cited, tis not to admit their authority, but 
#0 ſhow how little reaſon others have to appeal to it: or 
"tis done hiſtorically, to ſhow by what degrees the Church 
was corrupted, when ſuch or ſuch an errour begun, when 
ſuch a Superſtition crept in, and to ſhow what was eſtabliſht 
at any time, beſide the Scripture, or contrary to it Hog 
| Its 
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his ſame diſtinction of order, between Biſhops or Presby- 
fers, came in by degrees, but did not arrive at its per- 
Fection till the fourth Century, if it did ſo even then. 1 
believe upon the ſtricteſt inquiry (ſays 7 
lingfleet in his Irenicon) Medina judgment will 
prove true, that Jerom, Auſtin, Ambroſe, Sedulius, 
Primaſius, Chryſoſtom, Theodoret, Theophylatt, were 
all of Aerius's judgment, as to the identity of both 


name and order of Biſhops and Presbyters in the 


primitive Church, Ter how unaccountably tenacious 


are ſome men of this unſcriptural diſtinction, contrary 
to the peace of our own Church, and our unity with other 
Churches for uniformity is a thing neither deſireable 
nor poſſible © it did not obtain among the Apoſtles them- 
Þ ſelves, nor in the whole Chriſtian Church at any time, 
nor in any particular Church without an Inquiſition, or 
¶ſomeè other degree of perſecution, So fond nevertheleſs are 


ſome of our bigotted or aſpiring Churchmen of this no- 


tion of Diocelan Epiſcopacy, that there's no ſhift or ſub- 
7 terfuge to which they have not recourſe, to prove that 
+ Pris not day at noon ; for this may be prov'd as eaſily, as 
that there are three orders in Chriſt's Church by Di- 
vine appointment, I have been perfectly aſham*d on the 
behalf of humane nature, when I conſider'd the miſera- 
ble evaſions, equi vocations, and other Sophiſms, to which 
men have been driven, who make profeſſion of teaching 
the truth. They frequently give the torture to their in- 


vention, or to the Scripture by a falſe tranſlation of 
it; or they unmercifully rack and mangle thoſe Fathers, 
they pretend to revere. Mr, Dodwell by deſperately put- 
ting Dioceſan Biſhops, and the Canon of the New 
Teſtament, on the ſame foot of evidence; got the truth 
of the Canon doubted, and yet ſuch Biſhops not be- 


lievd. Nor is their Conduct ſometimes leſs extrava- 


L gant or unfair, when they perpetually confound what is 


peculiarly faid either of the extraordinary or of the or- 
Foe dinary 
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dinary Miniſters of the Goſpel, with mhat 15 ſaid in com- | 
mon to both of them: things in themſelves eaſily diſtin- 
guiſh's a. At other times they go a begging for ſuffr a | 
Fw miſinform'd, ambitious, or hungry Forreign- 3 
ers; ll diſclain'd by the practice of their own Chureh- 
es, or theſe perſons owning even themſelves at laſt, that 
things were miſrepreſented to them: beſides that we need © 
never doubt, but ſeveral men in thoſe Churches (as no © 
Church is without a Diotrephes) wou'd be very glad to 
have Mitres, Thrones, aud Palaces; as the Voices of | 
others are known to have been farr better paid, than any 
votes at our elections of Parliament. But there's A way 


of avoiding all thoſe extreams, and of letting men keep 
their integrity, as well as of keeping Biſhops in the Church; 


which is, tolreſtore the primitive Epiſcopacy I have de- 
ſerib'd above, and to-which your Grace will moſt undoubt- * 
edly concurr , under the happy auſpices of our truely Pro- 
teſtant King, who has ſo much at heart the Union of his 
own Subjects, and the welfare of the Reform'd Intereſt 
every where, The few Popiſh and half Popiſh things 
that are intermiæt in the following Letter, and eaſily 
diſcernable (as it cou'd not well be otherwiſe in a man not 


thoroughly Reform'd) muſt not prejudice us againſt what- F 


is viſibly Proteſtant in it; but rather let us profit by the 
example here ſet before us, and pray to God, that thoſe 
Prieſts (now manfully contending for their Chriſtian Li- 
berty in France) may come up tous in other things, as | 
they are going beyond us with relation to Epiſcopacy. -1 
have tranſlated this Letter for more common informati- 
on, and ſhou'd be not a little glad if I might be ſervicea- 


ble herein, or in any other matter to your Grace ;, being 


with profound reſpect, 6 + Cx 2I Ml 
My Lord, | | OED PER es 
Your Grace's moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Ihe Tranſlator. 
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1 O THE 


Lord Biſhop of Autun, 


OCCASION? D 


y two Memorials preſented to his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Orleans, 


l the 13th of March, 1717. by twenty 


eight Prelates, whereof his — 


1 Was one. 


My Lord, 


T is a Doctor of the Faculty of Divinity 
of Pars, who takes the Liberty this day 
to addreſs his complaints to you, on 
occaſion of the moſt injurious manner in 
which your ſelf, and the twenty ſeven 
3 that are join'd to you by in- 
tereſt and ſentiments, have treated a 
ddy, whereof he values himſelf for being a member, 


1 


— nd for whoſe honour he wou'd make no difficulty of 
Z aerificeing whatever 1 1s deareſt to him in this World. 
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gs as th ght 10 he the conflant Aiſpolirion irs a | 
or N aneh of Pars, and this is what he en- 
— Altar 12 the holy Martyrs, when he: re- 
ceſv Doctoral Cap. You hive taken this Eu- 
gagement, My Lord, like others; and, give me leave 
to tell you, that of twenty eight of you who have ſign d 
thoſe Memorials, twenty four have the en to 
A -of the moſt celebrated Facu a 


an adv ge, of which it wou'd be n | ; 
juſtice to 2 {6 you,, fince you lift your: are wit! h b 


ſo much fury againſt a mother that has given you your 


education, and of whom you have learnt all that you 
know ; nay, to deal fincerely with you, if the ſoundeſt 
parts of our Doctors had been heard, we ſhou'd. uickly L 
have” raz d out 1 our Regiſters, the Names © thoſe 
who ſpeak ſo diſreſpectfully of the Faculty. As to 1 
the other four who are not of it, I aflure your Lard- 7 
ſhip with the ſame-finterity, that we ſhou'd be very 
ſorry they had been members of a body, with e 
Dodlrines and Maxims they are ſo litt e acquainted: 1 
Men, I ſay further, who are ſo little $5 185 in e Ca- 
non Law of the Gallican Church. | | 4 


But this is not the Subject of che Letter I am u doing 4 
my ſelf the honour to write to you! for I am going to 
entertain your Lordſhip with the miſtakes and falſe 
imputations, with which the Author of your Memo- 
rials has taken care to cram them. I ſay it to you 
without any diſguize, that never piece did leſs honour 


— the E piſcopal' Order than that ſame- All they who : 


ak of it, never ſtick at calling it a piece © Non- | 

- 00 ; adding, that it ſeems to be ſome young De- 
elaimer, exerciſeing himſelf in his e Tok 3 
grave Biſhops, that ſpeak. In effect 4 
who ous ad his pen t ought Lacta) h f. 5 ter? 24 
1.) when he lays, that they are "The. B. Boh one * 
Page mor rt arbomthe Ho Ghoſt bas ordain 70 Owens tbe © þ. 
Church. — * ther fore to ſbem oneſ that 

ever 7 ine belwbgs;: auhich _efential | 10 that Government : * F 
bringing as a Proof of this grave deciſion, thoſe _— f 


0 4 of the Acts of the Apoſtles, The Church of God over hic 


of a ted interpreter found, that this Pallage concerns Biſhops, 

e en- now properly ſo call'd ? and how came it, that none of 

£: re» | you perceived that the word Bismors is in | 
this 


En- place an Adjective, meaning OvER- Adds 10. 
learxe skRRS, the name of a Dignity and not of an 17, 28. 
ign'd Office, not a different Order, but a different | 

ge to degree in the ſame Order? Ought you not to have re- 
5 marki d, that when St. Pau / order'd 5 ry Miniſters of 


\ 


thin the Goſpel to come from Epheſus to Miletus, where he 
with 7 then was, to confer with them, before he ſhou'd go to 
your IF celebrate the Feaſt of Pentecoſt at Jeruſalem, he did 
vou f equally call thither the Biſhops and Presbyters of that 
ideſt '7 City and the adjacent Places? Had you conſulted the 


hoſe wou' d have ſet you right; the moſt jejune interpreter 
s to cou'd have open d 


ted: neceſſary to refute with the leaſt degree of ſeriouſneſs 
Ca- i ſo groſs a miſtake (ſuch a miſtake as might ſhock 
= any reader, tho never ſo little exercis'd in the Scrip- 
tureiſtile) I wou'd immediately cite the Teſtimony of 
ng Saint Irenews, who, upon the 15th verſe of this fame 
755 Chapter of the Acts, ſays in preciſe f terms, that the 
alſe Biſhops aud Elders who w-re in Epheſus and the adjacent 
mo- Places, were ſent for to Miletus by the Apoſtle Saint Paul. 
you I wou'd alſo cite venerable Bede, who thus ſpeaks upon 
our the Place that you have g quoted, A to that Paſſaze 
OY DT | 2 | { over 
Jon- 4 e res 25 : 


L * Mi Number is a Licence of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, the Ads 


7 F of the Apoſtles not ſpecifying any number. | 
* ” - A , a 


1 
0 


17 
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＋ Lib. f Adverſ. Hæreſ. op 14. = : | 

| $ Ad illud (in quo vos poſuit Epiſcopos) dium eſt ſupra 

br Presbyteros Ephefo Miletum fuiſſe vocatos, quos nunc Epiſcopos, 

that - ideſt, Superinſpectores vocat: Non enim una Civitas 358 
38 1 * ; | ; "is, 


7 

* N 
11 
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1 1 
[over which the holy Ghoſt has made you Biſhops} | 
It i ſaid above, (ver. 17.) that Paul ſent from Epheſus to 
Miletus for the Elders, whom he now (Ver. 28.) calls Biſhops, 
that & to, ſay, Superintendants or Obtrſeers': for that one City 
of Epheſus had not ſeveral Biſhops ; but; under the Name of | 
Biſhops, be means the ſame Presbyters. For the degree ij conjuntt, © 
and in many things moſt like. After baveing heard Bede, 
lets hear, if you pleaſe, Ecumenius. * The People of ma- 
tureſt age (ver. 17.) are ſometimes call'd Elders, and ſome- 
times Presbyters: but in this place (ver. 28.) the word | 
does rather betoken honour than age. Seeing therefore many 
People are ignorant of the idioms, or peculiar ways of ſpeak, | 
eſpecially of the New Teſtament, wherein Biſhops are call'd | 
Presbyters, and Presbyters Biſhops 3 this may be likewiſe per- 
cCceiv'd as well out of the Epiſtle to Titus, as but of 
Tit. 1.57. © that to the Philippians, aud rhe firſt to Timo- 
Phil. I. I. thy. Ecumenius adds f further, That the ſame 


g 2 3* Abo are in verſe 17 called the Elders of the Church, 
8 r in Greek Presbyters, are in the 28th verſe call'd © 


Biſhops : not that all Elders were Biſhnps, but that 
theſe appellations are often us d for each other in the Scriptures, | 


A Proof of what J have been now alledgeing, is like 7 
wiſe to be found in the Theſes maintain'd in the pro- 
vinclal Chapter of the unſhed Augu/tins at Marſeilles,” the 


ar 


J 


* — 


n oth. * - . _— — p CT 
17 8 R 


ſus) plures Epiſcopos habuit; ſed eoſdem Presbyteros, pro 
nomine Epiſcoporum, ſignificat. Conjunctus eſt enim gradus; & 
in multis ſimillimus. Comment. in Act. & Hiſt. Veroliæ, 
1532. | | 40 PACE SIT? þ 
7 Majores natu (ver. 17.) nunc ſeniores dicuntur, nunc Preſ- 
byteri. Hoc loco (ver. 28.) potiùs honorem indicat quam ætatem. 
Quoniam ergo multi loquendi modum ignorant, maximèe novi N 
Teſtamenti, quo Epiſcopi nominantur Presbyteri, & Presbyteri 
Epiſcopi, hoc animadverti poteſt tum ex Epiſtola ad Tium, & 
ad Philippenſet, prioreque ad Timotheunm. 8 : 
I Scilicer qui vocantur majores natu Eccleſite ſen ſeniores, | 
& Grace Presbyteri, jidem mox (ver. 28.) vocantur Epiſcopi ; 
non quod omnes Presbyteri fuerint Epiſcopi, ſed quod illa no- 

mina ſæpe in ſacris literis confundantuurt. 


4 


17th 
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J bi 3th of rl laſt ; and this, Proof is furniſh'9 me by 
People, whom you cannot ſuſpect : for he that ſays 
Auguſtins, Cordeliers, Capucins, Recollects, Theatins, 


and the remaining Muſter Roll of begging Fryers, ſays 


Perſons ſervilely devoted to the Biſhops, and ridicu- 
louſly intoxicated with all the ultramontan Fables. 
In the laſt Poſition of thoſe Theſes, dedicated to the 
| Biſhop of Marſeilles who was preſent, tis affirm'd that 
* BISHO VA Name of Office, formerly common to all Prieſts 
4 of the firſt and ſecond Orden; but afterwards adapted to deſqn 
a ſpecial degree and dignity. | EY | | 


Monſi eur de Sacy is one of the beſt and moſt ſolid 


Commentators of Scripture, that has appear'd in theſe 
latter Times. None, I am ſure, wou'd pretend to con- 
23 teſt it. Now he remarks upon this place, in his excel- 
Z lent Commentary, that Saint Pau! makes uſe of two 
Motives for ingageing the Biſhops to watch over their 


call Flock. The firſt Motive u, becauſ? it is their Office ; for 
r that the Word Bishor, adds he, fignifies an IN STE C TOR, of 
795, _FOveERSEER, and preſents us with the Idia of one that takes 
care of, or watches over ſomething : the ſecond Motive is, that 
hke- 7 doing-otberwiſe'wr0u'd be neglecting what Jeſus Chriſt bas pur- 
pro- chaſed at the price of his blood. What the Aroſtie ſays here 
the (continues Monſi eur de Sacy) ſeems to have ſome , 
relation with what he ſays to Timothy, deſiring 1 Tim. 

him to charge ſome at Epheſus that they teach 1. 3. 

pro no other Doctrine, Sc. You ſee then, my == 

is 8c Lord, that after haveing ſaid that Saint Paul exhorts 
rohe, the Biſhops to Vigilance, he adds, that the Diſciple who 
was of the number of thoſe Biſhops, might alſo be one 
— of thoſe Elders of Epheſus, whom he ſent for to Miletus. 
atem. 21g 7+: n 5 | 2-285 

no. If you run over all the Commentators, you'll not 
1 85 find any one of them who will not tell you, that the 
Gres, 2 1285 3 
obi: Epiſcopus nomen eſt Officii, omnibus primi & ſecundi or- 
no- dinis ſacerdotibus olim commune; poſtea ad deſignandum ſpe- 


7th J 


cialem gradum & dignitatem adaptatum fait. 
Nat very 


1 


who in the 17th verſe beforegoing are call'd Erpzxs or 


(I 


very Perſons, who in the 28th verſe of the twentieth N 


Chapter of the 4#s, are call d Bisnors, are the ſame 


PRESBYTERS 3 and that, according to the Grammatical 
Senſe, the Word Bishops can have no other Signiſica- 
tion in theſe Places but that of OVRRSEE RG: and had 
you but look d back to the two laſt Centuxieg, you 


* Hareus, who being a very good interpreter, coud 
have kept you from ſuch a blunder as you. have con- 
mitted. You might have . Beza and Piſcator, | 
who ſay that by the word Biſhop ought to be under- | 
ſtood an Employment, which lays the perſon that is 
cloathed with it, under an obligation to watch oyer the 
Flock; and that this is the Idea that ought to be form'd 
of it, invigilare gregi, & circumſpicere, & amoliri naxia. 
Piſcator, among other things, remarks upon this Place, 
that the Paſtors are alſo Overſeers, W ſex Cura- 
tores. Lightfoor, in his Harmony of the New Teſta- 
ment, ſays, f That the perſons concern'd here, were the 
ointly with the Biſhop, | 

4 


principal Presbyters, who, con; | 

zovern'd the Church. I own however, that there were 
== Writers who believ'd that Saint Paul ſpoke in this Fl 
. of real Biſhops, ſuch as we now have. But what 

ort of Writers, think you? Indeed, a ſort of Rabbins. 
Such authors, its true, have had the confidence to af- 
firm, that Saint Paul did not ſend for any others to Mi- 4 


letus, but ſuch as were the Biſhops of ſeveral Cities in 
the Province of Epheſus. But they are not —— of 
this ſtamp, who ought to determine the true ſenſe of 
the ſacred books: and yet doubtleſs it muſt be out of 
theſe excellent ſources that you have drawn your water ; 

for I know of no others that could furniſh you with ſo 
fingular an explication. . af 9 If) 


1 


Haræus 4vas a Native of Utrecht, a Canon of Eoyain, and 
& Doctor of Divinity. | n 


I | Synopſ. Critic. 10. 7. 5. 2374. 


wieth (7) 
lame | 2 7 | 
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atical WF Eftius, as favourable as he's to the Biſhops, cannot 
158 forbeatr flevertheleſs to acknowledge, that th hed 
| had 7 Biſhops and Elders,” or Presbyters, were ſynonymous 
> you in the. age of the Apoſtles ; as alſo in the Primitive A- 
ally * poſtolick times, and that they ſignify d precifely one 
cou'd and the fame thing. The Greek word Bisher, ſays 
com- * he, is as much as to ſay an OVERSEER 3; and in this Senſe 
cator, the Presbyters were lthewiſe Biſhops, that , Overſeers : 
nder- ;; the Biſhops were Presbyters, or Elders, when they preſided 
Wat lo over the Eccliſiaſtical Senate, by ubich the Church was govern d. 

r the e 3 | 

rmm'd But after all, what you faid in your firſt Memorial 
% about this place of the Ads, may not be a bare mi- 
lace, ſtake: for might not the Pentnan, whom you employ'd, 
ra- deſi gn an illuſion upon people, and to abuſe this paſſage 

eſta- by the help of an ambiguous Term, in order to elevate 
the the rights of the Biſhops upon the ruins of thoſe of the 
hop. pther Miniſters of the Church? And what indeed are 
were mere Presbyters, if compar'd to Biſhops? what pitiful 
this Idea do you give of them in your Memorials?” Never- 
vhat theleſs it is of thoſe Presbyters that Saint Cyprian has 
2INs. ſpoke with ſo much honour and reſpe&, in the Idea 
o af- that he gives of the Church: The People united to their 
Mi- Prig, and "the Flock keeping to their f Paſtor; the People 
s in joined to their Prieſt, and ſpeaking all the ſame Lan- 
s of guage with their Biſhop, is what forms the Church. 
f This Church is not the Paſtor alone, nor the Flock 
t of alone, but the Paſtor indiviſibly united to his Flock; 
er; and therefore, by a Conſequence as neceſſary as it is 
u ſo natural, the voice of the Church is eſſentially the voice 
olf the one and the other. The late Monfieur de Mraux 

* * Epiſcopus Inſpectoram ſonat, eoque ſenſu Presbyteri fue- 
runt etiam Epiſcopi, hoc eſt, Inſpectores: ut Epiſcopi erant 
Presbyteri ſeu ſeniores, cum præſiderent ſenatui Eccleſiaſtico, 
1 4 o Eecleſia regebantur. l | WET” ER. 
T F -Sacerdoti ſuo plebs adunata, & Paſtori ſuo:prex adherens 
ius, —Fclleſia plebs ſacerdoti adunata, Cypr. 1, de Eceleſia 
2 State, : 
: us'd 


68) 


us'd to ſay, that the cry of the faithful was the firſt 
blow that Fruth gave to a growing Errour. They are 
thoſe Prieſts, My Lord, whom you treat with ſo much | 
haughtineſs, without whom the great Enatius affirms, 7 
that nothing muſt be done in the Church: ſine collegio 
Sacerdotum nibil fiat; the Biſhop muſt do nothing, but con- 


jointly with the colledge of the Priefis, Wherefore, according 


to the Judgement of theſe two illuſtrious Martyrs, the 
univerſal Church is nothing elfe but the body of al! 
the faithful united to their Paſtors. The People alone, 
be Paſtors 
alone any more this Church, but the one and the other 
united: yet in ſuch a manner, that the one explain it 
ſelf by the other, and that both of em be deem'd to 
explain themſelves, and in reality do ſo, together and 
at once. Thus the holy Ghoſt, that was ſo ſolemnly 
promis'd by our Saviour to thoſe aſſembl'd in his Name, 


J repeat it, is not this Church ; neither are t 


will ever ſo order it, that all theſe Voices lawfully uni- 
ted ſhall never deceive.us. From this notion, ſo clear 


and ſo ſimple, it ought to be concluded, that the Peo- 

le are the neceſſary witneſſes of Tradition; that in- 
deed the right of judgeing of it belongs to the firſt f Pa- 
for, yet onely in matters that concern Religion. It 
ought to be concluded, I fay, that the Teſtimony of 
the. one, and the Judgement of the other, ought to be 
heard; but that it is to the Multitude united, or deemd 
to · be united, that the right of decideing belongs, and 


LT WER , V4 


.. ] ·— non, 
F 8 
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that in this caſe onely the deciſion ſhou'd be regarded 


as infallible.“ It muit, I ſay it once more, be conclud- 
ed, that the Pcople being witneſſes, the Paſtor, who 
is to judge, is neceſſarily oblig'd to conſult the Tra- 
dition of his Church: that the firſt Paſtor being judge, 
it belongs to him, together with his Clergy, to clear up ® 
this Teſtimony if it be obſcure, or has not all the evi- 


dence that it ought to have. 


—_—— 
* 


1 This Tile of firſt Paſtor, which our author frequently uſes, does 
well denote a Biſhop, who is but primus inter pares, the firſt among 
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Jam of ite and IJ hope alt reaſonable and diſin- 
tereſted Perſons will be of the ſame opinion, that this 
is the molt natural Concluſion that can be drawn from 


2? the words of Saint Cyprian and Saint Iznatins: and cer- 
'L 5 if in the a am of Religion the Truth were 
it 


+ ſought after by ſo happy an accord, it wou'd ſoon be 
found out. But what do I ſay? even that this ſame 
Truth in its native Simplicity wou'd be always ſepara- 
ted from every thing that the change of times, or the 
ors novelty of language 2 have introduc'd, retrench'd, 
\er or corrupted, in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity. ; 
to Thus it was that in the Primitive times, when a He- 
ng reſy 57 F out, or inſenſibly got any ground, that 
ly happy and infallible reſources were found in the ability 


Jof the Biſhop and his Clergy: being able, I ſay, to 


Rdiſcern in the Tradition of their Church, what was an- 
ciently believ'd from what had imperceptibly crept in- 


Fo their Creed, they cou'd immediately unmaſk all 


50 Profane innovation. With ſuch ſure and ſufficient helps, 
„a they diſcover'd with one glimpſe what the People had 
It Preſerv'd of the doctrine of their Fathers, and what 
of either malice or negligence had mixt and alter'd in 
be their principal Articles; in a word, what the cor- 
24 ruption of the Age might have infecied, or render'd 
1d . obſcure. 8 | 8 
1 Such therefore, My Lord, is the way of diſcernin, 
\o dhat the Paſtor and his Clergy, with a common acco 
a. and equal zeil, anciently us'd in the Church that was 
e, committed to their care. The Paſtor, I acknowledge 
p 4 it has a rank, and is cloath'd with a character, that 
+. 3 gives him a lawful right to diſcern : but 23 
acknowledge it on your part, which ſucceed, and 
from age to age as it were perpetuate themſelves in a 


Dioceſs, is much more vers'd and nearer at hand to diſ- 
cern what has been always believ'd, than a - 
” who is very often, and almoſt ever a ftranger, elp 

ly finee the abolition of the Pragmatie ll. Auction than 


ecia'e 


2 5 


of the teſtimonies of their Churches; but a ſmall 3 
number of Churches muſt never preponderate over the 


be obſerv'd in all ages to fuch a degree, that in cafe of 
a Biſhop dead, or abſent, or renounceing the Faith, 3 


their Reliques; two il 


4 


(ig 


2 Biſhop, I fay, who is ſometimes educated in Tra.“ 
. ditions different from thoſe of the Church whereof he 
has the preſent Charge. The Biſhop and the Clergy 
are therefore equally neceſſary, and ought to act in 
concert in the Eccleſiaſlical Judgements they are to 
pronounce, and in the explications that are to be given 
of ſound Tradition concerning any Points conteſted, 


3 
Pa — 


— 


In a Word, My Lord, your right conſiſts in two f 
things: the firit is, to clear up particular teſtimonies; 
and the ſecond is, to make a juridical declaration of the 

ſame. The eſſential function therefore of Biſhops being 
to explain and declare juridically the teſtimony of their 
Churches; it follows, that if a Prelate be wanting to 
his Flock by Apoſtacy, Death, Abſence, or the like, . 
da neighbour may ſupply his place: and tis in this caſe 
«that a {mall number of Biſhops may ſupply the 
room of a greater number, in the juridical examination 


greater number, for when it once appears that the one 
and the others have a lawful Succeſſion, the plurality 
in this ſecond cate ought always to carry it over the 
lefler number. And to this perfectly quadrates the F 
- judicious maxim of Vinceutius Lirinenſis, which has 1 | 
been ſo often and ſo juſtly quoted on this ſubject. 


The traces and ſootſteps of this holy Economy may 


the Dioceſan Clergy have often taken wpon them to 
judge of Doctrine and Tradition. There's nothing ſo 
common in Ecclcfiaitical hiſtories as theſe ſorts of 
Judgements; and, without all queſtion, ſuch is the 
Fine Letter of the Churches of Vienne and Lyons againſt 7 
the Faſts of Montauus: {ſuch is alſo another Letter of the 
Church of gxyrna upon the diſtinction of the Worſhip IF, 
due to God, and the N that is due to Martyrs and q 

uſtrious and venerable Menu. 2 
ments that Erſebius has preſerv'd to us. in his Ceclefad 1 


J ( 1 1 ) | 


Tr: 4 al hiſtory. Such is yet further in Saint Cyprian, the? 
of he excellent anſwer of the Clergy of Rome about the 
ergy .aps'd ; which js as it were-the marrow and reſult of 
c in the Tradition of that celebrated Church, concerning 

the conſolation that might be granted to the Penitents. 


re to the | | a oy „ 
Len Such, finally, are the ſage precautions, which, as we 


ziven 6 | | 
1. learn from the {ame Father, were taken by the Clergy 


", 
7 


of the Church of Arles, againſt their * Biſhop when he | 


tuo became a Novatian ; and which the Clergy of Conſtanti- 
ies: ee knew how to oppoſe in time againſt the Hereſy of 
f the their Biſhop Euryches. 8 | 
eing : a | 1 

bei But things are ſtrangely chang'd, My Lord, at this 
g to time: and your Penman, perſuaded no doubt that they 
Ike. have been always thus, thinks he may from thengg 

caſe lawſully inſult the ſecond order, and treat it with ex- 


[= 
2 
9 


Feflive haughtineſs. In effect, moſt of the Biſhops of 


the ; 2 f 
tion Pur time take upon them to make alone their Pattoral 
nal! Charge (How great an abuſe, what an intrenchment 


one Ppted by their Clergy: whereas, conformably to the 
liry yeient rules of the Church, they ought to have con- 
1” fulted them before hand, that thoſe Paſtoral Inſtructi- 

ons might be, and appear to be, the reſult of the Sen- 

timents both of the Clergy and their Biſhop. Give 
me leave to tell you, My 3 that this 1s a crying 

and pernicious abuſe : it diſorders the whole Economy 
nay of Tradition, and hinders, or at leaſt retards, any ex- 
of ® lication that ought to be made of it. Is it not from 
+, the neglect which moſt of the Biſhops ſhow for the. 


ſecond order, that ſo many of its Members appear con- 


the pon Diſcipline !) and then they cauſe them to be ac- 


the 
has 


LE < 


lo — | | 3 9 | 


OL 3 | 5 
he *.Marcian, who, about the middle of the third Century, brounht 
nt the errors of Novatian into Gaule. Saint Cyprian <vrote a fine Lei- 
he 7 againſt this Biſhop to Pope Stephen, which the Clergy of Rome 
lip ent likewiſe on the ſame occaſion to the Church of Carthage ; and 
nd . holy Prelate, who goverr'd it, has a Decrec that contains the 


4 Tradition with relation to Penitence. 
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temptible in the eycs of the people? who are ſcarce Jy 
ever determin d but by the authority and external f 


luſter of things, at leatt they regulate thereby their 


wherein the counſel and advice pf the Clergy of 2 


| 8 

eſteem and reſpect. Can there ever any occaſions offer, Ih 
h 

m 


Dioceſs may be more uſeful to their firſt Paſtor, than 
in the diſcuſſion of thoſe truths which form the chain 
of Tradition? and is it not the inferiour Clergy, that 
exerciſe almoſt alone the moſt important part of the 
Miniſtry? 1 mean that of preaching the word, of cate- 
chiſing, and thoſe other inſtructions, to which ordina- 
rily the Biſhop has neither the leiſure nor the will to 
apply himſelf. Who are they then, that can give the | 
ſurer teſtlimonies concerning the. antient belief, and 
what has been the belief of all times? If one of your 
Brethren, who tis aſſur d did refuſe to ſubſcribe your 
Memorials, becauſe he thought em not {till vehement 


enough, had vouchſaf'd to condeſcend ſo farr as to con- a 
ſult his Clergy, in the Charges he has publiſh'd ſince n 
he came to be a Biſhop, he had found perhaps ſome | 
ore among em clear-ſighted enough, to keep him 
from ſaying, in one of his laſt Charges about the diſ- 


Putes of our time, that the Church was miſtreſs of 11nakeing 
$o ber ſelf Syſtems of Religion. | vm 
| Fc 
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It muſt be agreed then, that they are the ordinary 
Minifters of the Chriilian Doctrine, that can render the 
juſteſt and moſt exact account to the firit Paſtor, of the 
Doctrine they have always preach'd, and taught, and 
in which they were educated ; and certainly none but 
the ſecret enemies of Epiſcopacy dare attempt to de- 
prive it of ſo great a help; to take from it the aſſi- 
ance and learning of the Clergy. Under the- dazling 
allurement and the ſpecious pretext of rendring the 
Biſhops a ſort of abſolute Monarchs, they onely en- 
deavour to make them incapable- of every thing: and, 
] own it with regret, they ſucceed but too well in this 
deſign. They are inceſſantly buzzing, My Lord, that 
the Biſhop is the eye of the Church, to which dgree 
without difficulty: but they ought likewiſe to agree F 


2; 
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þ ( 13 | 
"ce with me, that for all this he does not polſals the whole 
nal night of it. Preeſt in Sollicitudine, lays the Apoſtl 
eir Saint Paul, Tis true that he's likewiſe the voice 
er, his Dioceſs, the volce of the Church that he governs 3 
a he ſpeaks for it, and in its Name, in Councils: but 
211 — 4 PRs FIR 7 5 | ; : 
xn muſt it be concluded from thence, that he ought to 
ain ſpeak, alone in the whole extent of his Dioceſs, and 


lat that he is the only witneſs of the Doctrine and Traditi- 
he Jon of his Church? If he ſpeaks in the holy, Aſſemblies 
te- in the name of his Church, tis onely becauſe he's en- 
na- truſted to collect and unite the voices and teſtimonĩes of 
to Mall thoſe that compoſe his Church: he's over it in fear, 
he God has given to his Church, as the great Apoſtle 
nd ſays, ſome to be Prophets, ſome to be Teachers, ſome 
zur to be f Biſhops; each of theſe has his peculiar Gifts, 
ur and the Bishop, who's. often. the leait -furniſht with 
ent any, bas notwithſtanding the right of preſideing over 
on- Hall, of examineing all theſe different gifts, to collect 
ice Sand unite all the voices, and to form out of them an 
me hnanimous concert to aſſure the Government of the 
im Plock: For it can never be well guided, except there 
liſ. Se a ſolid Union between the other Miniſters ànd the 
ing Biſhop, their firſt Paſtor; to whom the Office, the 
Weight, and the Honour ever appertains, this being 
gone of the foundations of the Hierarchy. 


he I am not ignorant, My Lord, that all of us Doctors 
che have no other but a doctrinal and economical Judge- 
nd ment, neither have we ever claim'd to our ſelves, but 
hut the right of being conſulted and giveing our advices 5 
de- but I dare take the liberty to tell your Lordſkip, that 
ſſi · we ought to be ſo call'd, and that good order requires 
ing it : for ſuppoſeing for one moment that all the Bi- 
the 3 who form a Council, were ignorant Perſons (nor 
js the thing impoſſible, and may certainly happen) 
nd, Suppoſeing further that the Pope, who is at the head 
ree 3 e Word Biſhop 7s not in the Original of either of the Texts, 
+ 4 o which our author alludes ; viz 1 Cor. 12. 28. Epheſe 4. 11, 
1+ WE NE EL | EEE 5 
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df them; knew ho more than they; wou'd it not then, 

8 hg abſolutely neceſſary to have recourſe to the 
econd order? Let me recall to your mind on this oc. ; 
caſion, My Lord, a Saying of the celebrated Cardinal | | 
of * Arles at the Council of Conflance; where you Y* 
know perhaps that he had a deliberative voice, tho he 
was then but of the ſecond q order. He faw the Chan- * 
celor of the Univerſity of Para, the great Gerſon, who 
had been juſt ſpeaking of the matters agitated in that 
Oouncil, with marvellous ſucceſs and à getetal ap- 

in SM Fg ſaw him near a good Archbiſhop, who had 
oz'd out the whole time, and who paſt 25 no very Wc 
great conjurer; whar compariſon (cry'd he, pointing to WI” 
etſon) befireen that able Doffor and that fam? 4:tbbiſpop? | 4 


2 
J1 
( 


Will you run over the firſt twelve or fifteen Centu- . 
ries, My Lord, thoſe Ages wherein the firſt order of 
the Church had not yer oppreſt the ſecond; and you'll 
ſee what "figure thoſe mer Priefts, whom Cate ſo 3 | 
much to depreſs at this time, have made therein: MF 
eſpecially in the Councils, to which they were always 
call'd, beginning with thoſe of Jeruſalem, where the El- | 
ders or Presbyters never fail'd to be preſent, and where 
their teſtimony was of ſo great weight. Run over all 
the primitive times, and you'll find from age to age, 
what influence thoſe Elders had in all tie Eccleſiaſtical B, 
Aſſemblies. Run over the Acts of all the Councils, f 
whither they were ſo often call'd to give their teſti- 

mony; and you'll regulate thereby, in what eſteeni 'F 
you ought to have them. n as 


57 


* Of the German Family of Bugey. I. was he that made Fuge- E 
nius the fourth io be depos d in the Council of Baſil ; and Amadeus 
7 8th, Duke of Savoy, to be choſen under the name of Felix the 7” 
R . ene 

Se the Hiſtory of it Iately publiſh'd by Monſieur L enfant. 
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8 In this Council it was endeavour'd to deprive the ſecond order 1 
of their delibera true voice, but it WAS preſerv d to them by the Cardi- 4 F 
ak D'ailly and Saint Mark. we SRI 
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the What reaſon, think you, had Saint Pau in his firſt 
92 8 Epiſtle to Timothy, after haveing ended his Diſcourſe 
nal T about Biſhops at the end of the ſeventh verſe, to pro- 
du Feced immediately to the Deacons in the Sth, without 
u makeing any mention of t e Prielis ? God forbid I 
a $ſhou'd run here into the {ame excels with Aerius, Mic- 
ho ef, Luther, and ſo many other Hereticks; who have 
hat Þnaintain'd, that he paſt ſo ſuddenly from the Biſhops 


11 to the Dcacons, becauſe he acknowledg'd no difference 
12” Wbetween Bale and * Prieſts. The interpreter of 
85 aint f Ambroſe has not ſo much exceeded upon this 


Fpafage, contenting himſelf to ſpeak in this manner: 
o the ordaining of a Biſhop and a Presbyter i the ſame, Lecauſe 
bey are both Prieſts. Tis true, that, after haveing ſpoken 
ur ith this wiſe moderation, he adds, * but the Biſhop 5s 
10 Erst, 45 every Biſhop u a Presbyter, but not every Pres 2yfer 4 
Viſbop; looking no doubt upon this ſecond corrective to 
Pe neceſſary. Others, and indeed the crowd of Com- 
Mientators, ſay, that in the time of the Apoſtles the 


B WES >" common to all Presbyrters ; as no 
1 


? 


"ÞSody can doubt of it, who reads the paſſage of the 
71 Pook of the Ade, whereof I have already ſpoken, the 
At rſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Philippians, as alſo af 
* That to Titus: and this is likewiſe what Saint Anſelm, 
f Paint Thomas, as well as many moderns, have ſaid upon 
| 15 his ſubject. There were others of opinion, and tis an opi- 


"OY * — 4 _—_ 
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n1 F 
2 * Neither can the author of this Letter, <vithout contradiffing 
"Bim:ſelf, acknowledge any difference between them of divine right ; 
Whatever averſion he muſt ſnow in his diſcourſe to the firſt Re- 
se mers, which is eaſily underſtood by what goes before and 
fer. | | 
ths 1 Commentator Ambrofianus, thought to be Hilary the-Deacon. 
5 Quia Epiſcopi & Presbyteri una ordinatio eſt, cam ſit 
erque Sacerdos. © - "hs | X2 | 
3 ** Sed Epiſcopus primus eft ; ut omnis Epiſcopus Presbyter, 
ed non omnis Nesbyter Epiſcopus. e 155 
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Apoſtles, the Presbyters who were charg'd with the 
cure of Souls, did bear alone, and excluſively of all 
other Presbyters or Elders, the title of Biſhops; which 
Sentiment is very probable. ED Soak q 


the contempt you ſhow for Presbyters : berween a Biſhop 
Saint * Chryſoſtom, for the former are ſuperior by ordinati. 


been written, by Saint Jerom in favour of the ſecond} 


| Has not affected to co | 
the Presbyters, but in order to humble the pride of 


do ſubſiſt ſtill ſtronger in ours, at leaſt as to the fir F | 


fol namque Qcdinatione ſuperiores illi ſunt. 


(x6) 


nion till ſufficiently authoriz'd, that in the time of the 


furniſh you with no examples that can any way juſtify 


and a Presbyter there. ſcarce any difference, ſays the great 
on onely. What has not been ſaid, and what has no 


Order of the Church? He often repeats, and an infinite 
number of people have ſaid it, and fill ſay it every 
day after him, that three quarters of the advantage 
and of the authority of Biſhops, that the greateſt-pariſh;, 


% 


2 


BY. 


mentation. 


You'll queſtionleſs fay wich + Baie, that this Father 
nfound almoſt the Biſhops with, 


John, Patriarch of Jeruſalem, from whom his. Brother 
Paulinus and himſelf had receiv'd many rude treats 
ments; and likewiſe to. repreſs. the audaciouſneſs of 
{ome Deacons, who had the temerarious preſumption to 
exalt themſelves above the ters, But beſide 
that the reaſons this father had to ſpeak ſo in his time® 


head; yet I'cou'd object an infinite number of thing 


e Tunes TO Ie | — 
* Inter Epiſcopum atque Presbyterum intereſt funk ahi 


+ In his Notes pon the firſe Ehißin to Timath 
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Wo the two 5 motives attributed to him, when he ſpoke 
n that manner, did I not fear to make this Letter tos 
Hong. I ſhall allow then, but not. grant, that this Fa- 
her had it really in his view to pull down the pride 
Þf ſome Perſons of his time; but it was the Pride of 
the Biſhops of that age, who had begun already to ar- 
Jogate to themſelves a tyramical dominion in the 
Churcg. 2 75k 


Now, My Lord, I muft return to your Memorials, 
Ind finiſh here this long digreſſion. Immediately after 
| he paſſage, which has given birth to it, yon 
” ledge à text of Saint Matthew, they the eleven Cap. 28. 

Piſciples went away into Galilee, at the fide of Ver. 16. 

Fvhich Words you thus expreſs your ſelves:  _ 

e rights which we t u day reclaim are thoſe of eſus Chriſt 
elf; ho being upon the point of returning to hu Father, he 
embl'd upon a Mountain, not by Diſciples, but onely his A. 
%, One might wrangle with you about the word 
ſciples, which is in the ſacred text; but as it is in ſome 
rt ſynonymous to that of Apoſtle, I don't think it 
orth while to inſiſt on this difficulty: but yet as ſlight 
it is, your Penman ought to have foreſeen it, More- 
ver, the excluſion which you put in your text, is not in 
hat of the Goſpel; and Interpreters believe, that it 
as at the time whereof you ſpeak, that Jeſus ſhew'd 
imſelf to above five hundred brethren. A much greater 
Nifficulty is that which reſults from a citation you make 


rol ut of Saint Inatius. The Biſhops, ſays this Father in 
en | „ i 12 WP 

me p "*g $4 | . 

irſt $ It certainly appears that bis onely motive avas his perſuaſion, 


vat at the beginning Biſhops and Presbyters were the ſame order of 
Nen e but I fancy the ow why the author of this Letter has not 
"Fnſfed on vhe many paſſages in him, ſo much to his purpoſe (and 
i evhich may be ſeen in the books of foreign Proteſtants, as well as in 
| boſe 4 our Nonconformifts) is, that he deſigns to write more on this 
See the Letters of Gregory Nazianzen; and the Diſcourſe 
Pe pronounc'd to his Pe, when be quitted the See of Conſtan- 


= D your 


nion ſtill ſufficiently authoriz d, that in the time of the 
Apoſtles, the Presbyters who were charg'd with the 
cure of Souls, did bear alone, and excluſively of all 
other Presbyters or Elders, the title of Biſhops; which! 
Sentiment is very probable. | ö 


the contempt you ſhow for Presbyters : berweey a Biſhop); 


been written, by Saint Jerom in favour of the ſecondil 


ſpeak with exactneſs) is but the complement and aug. | 
| | * 2 


that the reaſons this father had to ſpeak ſo in his time® 


ſola namque Ocdinatione ſuperiores illi ſunt. 
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If you conſult Tradition, My Lord, certainly it will 
furniſh you with no examples that can any way juſtify J 


and a Presbyter there i ſcarce any difference, ſays the greath 


Saint * Chryſoſtom, for the former are ſuperior by ordinati- 8 


on onely. What has not been ſaid, and what has not 


Order of the Church? He often repeats, and an infinite , 
number of people have ſaid it, and ſtill fay it every 
day after him, that three quarters of the advantages 
and of the authority of Biſhops, that the greateſt parti 
of their juriſdiction and power, belong to them by ver} 


tue of their being Presbyters, whereof Epiſcopacy (to 
mentation. 


You'lF queſtionleſs ſay with f Eſtius, that this Father 
has not affected to confound almoſt the Biſhops with 
the Presbyters, but in order to humble the pride of 
John, Patriarch of Jeruſalem, from whom his Brother 
Paulinus and himſelf had receiv'd many rude treat4 
ments; and likewiſe to. repreſs the audaciouſneſs of 
{ome Deacons, who had the temerarious preſumption toy 
exalt themſelves above the Presbyters, But beſides * 


do ſubſiſt ſtill ſtronger in ours, at leaſt as to the fir | 
head; yet I cou'd object an infinite number of things? 


n 


. 8 Tl 
* Inter Epiſcopum atque Presbyterum intereſt fem aibilh 


T In his Notes upon the firſt Eziftleto Timotbys. . 
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Fo the two 5 motives attributed to him, when he ſpoke 
In that manner, did I not fear to make this Letter too 
Yong. I ſhall allow then, but not grant, that this Fa- 
ther had it really in his view to pull down the pride 
pf ſome Perſons of his time; but it was the Pride of 
the Biſhops of that age, who had begun already to ar- 


reaty 
zati- 
not 


my g ogate to themſelves a tyranuical dominion in the 
a ify Church. | | 
ef 

Now, My Lord, I muft return to your Memorials, 


nd finiſn here this long digreſſion. Immediately after 
he paſſage, which has given birth to it, you | 


ond$ lledge 4 text of Saint Matthew, then the eleven Cap. 28. 
nite Piſciples went away into Galilee, at the fide of Ver. 16. 
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Frhich Words you thus expreſs your ſelves: E 
Sehe rights which we t day reclaim are thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
Dar mſelf ; who being upon the point of returning to hu Father, be 
ver by. embl'd upon a Mountain, not hu Diſcipies, but onely hs A. 
(toy Hes, One might wrangle with you about the word 
US WP ſciples, which is in the ſacred text; but as it is in ſome 
rt {ſynonymous to that of Apoſtle, I don't think it 
hol orth while to inſiſt on this difficulty: but yet as flight 
zes it is, your Penman ought to have foreſcen ity, .More- 
1thiS ver, the exclufion which you put in your text, is not in 
hat of the Goſpel; and Interpreters believe, that it 
as at the time whereof you ſpeak, that Jeſus ſhew'd 
imſelf to above five hundred brethren. A much greater 
Nifficulty is that which reſults from a citation you make 
Put of Saint Trratins. The Biſhops, fays this Father in 
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8 Jt certainly appears that his onely motiue vas his perſuaſion, 
Hat at the beginning Biſhops and Presbyters were the ſame order of 
nen e but I fancy the reaſon why the author of this Letter has not 
"Infifted on the many paſſages in him, ſo much to his purpoſe (and 
Fvhich may be ſeen in the books of foreign Proteſtants, as well as in 
| _ FA our Nonconformiſts) is, that he deſigns to <urite more on this 
es. FI ; WE | 

See the Letters of Gregory Nazianzen ; and the Diſcourſo 
De pronounc'd to bis Peojp, chen be quitted the See of Conſtan- 


D your 


\Ftnople, 


doctrine of this Father, by Hopping a Theſis, which 


18) 
your Memorial, contain within tbeimſelots the whole Eccles 
ftaftical power; a power that demands the Submiſſion of thi 
FPRIE STS, us well us that of the ref of the faithful : and 
then you cite in the margin theſe words of his Epiſtle . 
to the Trallians ; * the Biſhop bolding all their Principality, 
aud the Power of them all, This paſſage is {trong, it muſt 
be own'd, but unluckily it is not to be read in the ge. $ 
nuin Epiltle of this Saint to the Tralliavs ; and you'll 
find perhaps that it is out of ſome of thoſe Apocryphal 
Epiſtles that are attributed to him. But yet in an{werF$ 
to your paſſage, which has been without alf doubt forg d 
by ſome ambitious Biſhop of antiquiry (for in all ages 
ſome of em have deſerv'd this character) I ſhall now 
cite to you a paſſage out of the genuin Epiſtle of this | 
Saint to the ſame Trallians, Þ Let all of you, Tays he, in 
like manner reverence the Tfeacons, as the commandment of Je. 
ſus Chriſt, ad the Biſhop « bim who i the figure of the Fu. 
ther, but the Prieſts' us beinn the Sate of God, and as the 
conjunſtion of the Apoſtles, Witt out theſe no Church can be ſol 
call d, ubich J am perſuaded you libeuiſe believe. Tis ſome- 
thing pretty ſingular, My Lord, that to a paſſage out; 
of an ere Fpiitle of Saint Ignatius, which youßß 
cite in Mvour of your order, I thou'd oppoſe in favour 
of ours, another paſſage out ef the genuin Epiſtle off 
the ſame 5 Saint: and it may be ſaid that the Rector 
of the Univerſity of Aix has ated in conformity to the 
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* Epiſcopus omnem principatum & poteſtatem illorum om 
nium tenens. 5 . 8 
Cuncti ſimiliter revereantur Diaconos ut mandatum Dei, 4 0 
& Epiſcopum ut eum qui eſt figura patris, Presbyteros autem ut 8 
conſeſſum Dei, & ut conjunctionem Apoſtolorum. Sine his is 
Eccleſia non vocatur, de quibus perſuaſum habeo vos ita ſentiie, w 
§ The moſt ſingular thing is, that theſe tævo Sets of Epiſtles are al. 
ternately made 10 paſs for Genuin or - Apocryphal, according to tie 
enuſe they favour, be it Epiſcopacy or Presbytery, Arianiſm or Aiha- 
naſianiſim : whereas the real truth is, that they are both of em F: 
equally forgeries, but M is is not the place to make it out. WR +, 


2 


Mon- 


(19) 


Nonfieur de (abænes was to have defended this very 


Eccl. month; and wherein, {peaking of the Definitions of 
of the taith, he had inſerted this Propoſition in his laſt poſi tion: 

andſſad condendas ejuſmodi definitiones ſoli jus habet Epiſcopi; the 
piltle Biſhops alone have the right of frameing ſuch definitions. 


gut, my Lord, what has excited all the world againſt 


muit 

e ge. Four Penman, and render d his writeings utterly deſpi- 
ou'll Fable, is his falſiſication in the ſame page of a paſſage 
phal pf Lertullian. Tis by the number of the Bh, ſays he with 
wer little air of victory, that Tertullian, after becoming a 
rod? ontaniſt, deſin d the Church; and he cites in the margin 
ages heſe abbreviated and mangl'd words: Eccliſia nine rus 


hi ſcoporum, lib. de pudicit. cab. 21. 5 finem, Rigalzii. 


now? 
this We muit now therefore ſet before the eyes of all me 
„ in world the infidelity of this writer, and inſert here the 
Je entire paſſage of this father, ſuch as it ſtands in that 
Fu. Nery edition of Rigaliies which he cites. * Et ideo Eccle- 
the 


* quiden delicta donabit ; fed Ecelcſra ſprritus per ſhiritalem 


be ſo ominen; non Hecleſia numerus Epiſcoporum : which is to 
me. Ry, the Church will forgive Sins; but tis the ſpiritual 


out Hhurch by the ſpiritual man, not the Church which is 
youWWbe number of Biſliops. The punctuat ion is exact, for 
our his is a thing that muſt be remark'd, and here's the 
e offfnote of Rigaltius, upon the words, #67 Feelcſna numerus 
tor M#pr/copornin, that form the difficulty. Eccleſia delifa 
the onabit, fed Eccleſia ſperitus, boc fe, Eccl. ſia que ſpiritu glo- 
lich barry, 7155 Deus ., 51 ſoles delicta donare poreft : non Eccle- 
4 ia que? vencit numero Eprſcoporum. Para: leticam ſroe Montani- 
am parcitatem oppoſurt multitu ini Catlolicorum : Sic enim 
_ Nit libro de Jejuniis, majorem vim imbvenitaruwn, abud glorigſiſi- 
Miuam feilicer multitudinem Pſychicorum. That is, the 
ei, 4 Church will forgive Sins, but tis the Church of the 
aut Spirit, the Church which glories in the Spirit, which 
his f is God, who alone can forgive Sins: not the Church 
Nos which exceeds in the number of Biſhops. He oppca 
e — —ü— — — — — x —— 
- 1.5 Rigault evzs @ Counſeller in the Parliament of Metz, and 18 
9 Leg s Library keeper. See Obſery. ad. Tertull. Rigalt; P. 12 £ 
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Church, »v, Eccleſia numerus Epiſcoporum: and we as 


. ought, to make it oy Ecelgſia que oft numerus Epiſcope i 
rum (betauſe in this places fay they, he oppoſes the 
1 


620) 


ſes the Paracletick or Montaniſt Paucity to the num . 
ber of the Catholicks: for thus he ſays in his Book «fj 


Faſts, that the ignorant prevail moſt, with the moiif 
boaſting multitude of the ſenſualiſts. It is plain then, y 
if you judge of this matter by the text, that Tertullian t 
meant that the number of Biſhops does not make the 1 


plainly maintain this to be the meaning of Rigaltius, 
not the Church that exceeds in the number of Biſhops ; for to au 
ſwer the thought of Tertullian, tis as if he had ſaid, 20% 
Eccleſia ea, que vincit numero Epiſcoporum. My Lord Bi 
ſhop of Angers, who paſſes in the world for the author} 
of thoſe Memorials, did endeavour to juitify his cita4 
* at Mademoiſelle de Coupigny's Houſe, where there 

every tueſday a ſelect circle of * Wits, but he cou'd F- 

erſuade no body: for ſuppoſing it had been fact that . 
Henlias, who was then a Montaniſt Heretick, and 
whoſe teſtimony therefore wou'd be no longer of any 
weight, had made the greateſt number an eſſential and 
characteriſtick mark of che Catholick Church, and that 
in the Text of this Father, non Eccleſia numerns Epiſco- i 
porum, there ought to be underſtood according to hig 
thought, que eſt, asrſome people likewiſe pretend iff 


e 
: 
7 


inviſible Church of the Montaniſls to the viſible Church 
of the Catholicks) it wou'd be flill manifeſt, that che 
paſſage is alter'd and unfairly quoted, which render 
the author's conduct inexcuſable, Nay, ſuppoſeingifor 
a moment, that Tiriallan's thought was that which the 
Lord Biſhop of Auers pretended 10 prove at Ma 
demoiſelle de Conpieny's; why is the non expung'd out 
of the paſſage, which in this very ſenſe did not ſuper. # 
abound ? Let it pot be ſaid by any means, that thi: 
alteration happen'd by negligence, neither let it be 


- imputed to the fault of the printer: for if in effect, 
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Since the avriteing ef this Letter, the aſſemblies that were bel 4 
at Mademciſelle de Coupigny s Houſe are forbi d. 
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um there had been a miſtake in the marginal note, yet the 


kk of ſame fault wou'd not be found in the Tranſlation, nor 
mot in the Explication that is given of this Paſlage. In a 
hen, word, in what light ſoever you behold the Conduct of 
elian this Writer, there is a great deal of infincerity to be 
the perceived in it throughout. 

e as 1 b | 
ltius, 
am 


You ſay afrerwards, My Lord, that the Prelates have 
often done the honour to the Faculties of Theology to con- 


Ao ſalt them, and to demand their Sentiments upon points of do- 
1 Bi 4 drine. Ever ſince the thirteenth Century, add you, the Bi- 
thorWihops of Paris have introduc'd this Cuſtom: and in proceſs 
cita of time the Doctors, who were wont to give their opinion when 
here required, gave it alſo of their own heads, tho not requir d. 
ou'dTbey join d thereto the qualifications of the Propoſitions, and 
that t beſe ſorts of Judgements were call'd Doltrinal. But Gerſon 
and ie remarks, that the Poctors bold from the authority of the 
any Pope, the liberty and power which they have of giveing Dofri- 
L and: al advices ; in ſuch ſort nevertheleſs, that theſe Advices be 3 ä 
thal Mpralinate to the Judgement of the * Biſhops. The Pre- 
Þiſco- "Mates, its true, have often conſulted the Faculties of 
hi Theology, eſpecially ours; but what are we to con- 
1d ii clude from thence? even that they had need of our 
ſcope knowledge: and that at the ſame time that they gave 
the theſe Doctrinal advices at the requeſt of the Biſhops, 


urch they might equally well have done it, without bein 
the required or entreated. The famous Aſſembly which 
der the Faculty of Paris held in the fourteenth Century in 
g fort the Caftle of f Vincennes, upon the doctrine of Pope 
the John the 224, in the preſence of King Philip de Valois, 
Ma., haveing at their head the || Patriarch of Jeruſalem, and 
out Peter Roger Archbiſhop of Roan, two of its moſt celebra- 
per- ted Doctors, is an excellent proof of this aſſertion. 
this f This Pope, as every body knows, did err concerning 
t be the ſtate of Souls after their ſeparation from the body: 
Fc, the Doctors of Paris cenſur'd his Propofitions, and it 
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e bel 4 * Gerſon, lib. de examinat. Doctrinarum. f In the Tra- 
f 1332. Peter de la Palu, of the Order of Saint Dominick. 
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Tears ago under a nothenia ume. 


(229 4 
was upon their report that the King oblig d him to re- 
tract them. Moreover, it is not as much as even to 
know what has paſt in the laſt age, to ſay, as you do, 


that the Biſhops of Paris have introduc'd this cuſtom; , 
ſince the faculty of Theology has maintain'd it ſelf in, 


the Poſſeſſion of this * right, even in ſpight of them. 
Nor indeed is any Perſon ignorant, unleſs we except 
your Penman, that the Biſhops of the houſe of Gondi 4 
did vigorouſly conteſt this Prerogative to our Faculty, 
in the beginning of the laſt Century; and that at laſt 
they fail'd in their Pretence, the Doctors haveing pre- 
ferv'd this right, and never departing from the lame. 


To be ſhort, I ſummon here as witneſſes our greateſt 


Magiſtrates, but above all our advocates general, and 
particularly the illuſtrious Monſieur Talon, who has 
done ſo much honour to the Parliament of Paris. Do. 
they not all ſay, and is it not verify'd by the Regiſter. 
of this reſpectable Tribunal, that it is of natural right 

to conſult the ableſt Perſons ; and that conſequently it 
is likewiſe of natural right, that the abieit Perſons 
ſhou'd give their advice about difficult queſtions, and 
ſuch eſpecially as have an eſſential relation to the 
Faith? Now therefore I put the queſtion to you, my 

Lord, whether what is of natural right, can ever be n 
Jook'd upon as the particular conceſſion of any Ecele- In 
ſiaſtical or ſecular Powers? It is every whit as abſurd eh 


to ſay it, as to think it. The Priviledge, which the 


Doctors have to give their advice about Matters of 
Faith, belonging to them of natural right, according; 
to the Oracles of the Palace which I have quit cited 

to you, Gerſon cou d not ſay, that they held it from 

the authority of the Popes. It is true, and Iacknow- II 
ledge it without difficulty, that as the Univerſities © 
have not been erected but with the confent and under u- 
the good Pleaſure of the ſovereign Pontiffs, it woun'd Wer; 


+ 


* Father Simon has inſerted all the acts relating to this affai 
| 4 1 
ſeem . 
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d re· | 

n to geem as if it were from the {ame fountain that ſpring 
do, Hall the right they have to decide in matters of Faith 
cl and Religion. But to this it ought to be anfwer'd, 


4 ; 
KO 


Erection. Briefly, it is certain that the Popes may 
Minder or retard the efiabliſt ment of a Catholick Uni- 
treltWerfity, this being within the verge of their Power; 
and Put once they have conſented to its erection, they can- 


has Fot deprive it of a right which ſo eſſentially characte- 
Vo izes it, that it wou'd ceaſe to be what it is, cou'd it 
tere pe ſtript of the ſame. £ 1 5 
y 12 But'are you very ſure, My Lord, that Gerſon ſays 
lon reciſely what you make him ſpeak? I have read with 


and a ctneis and attention the two Parts of his examen of 
the Hoctrines which you cite: and I find him very farr from 
my peaking ſo hardly, as you ſuppoſe him, of Societies 
be he ſo much efteem'd. However, this is not the firſt 
cle- Inſtance of your Penman's falfifying the text of the au- 
uri fhors whom he quotes: being doubtleſs vers'd of a 
the ong time in theſe ſorts of infidelities, he makes em 
oi ay (without bluſhing) the very contrary of what they 


"7% 


4 


ing Save ſaid. 

ted N a | 5 

om I ſhall here therefore preſent your Lordſhip with 
OW. ll that I have found on this ſubject, in the illuſtrious 
ties Chancellor of the Univerfity of Paris; and you ſhall 
der udge your ſelf, whether he be fairly quoted. The Ru- 
ud ers of Chriſtendom, ſays he *, maſt carefully provide, "7 


2 ä — — | BT ln — — . . — —ä i 
om * Providendum eſt ſeduld per Chriſtianitatis rectores, ne ſtu- 
im Theologice veritatis depereat, fed alicubi reſideat velut 
em n fonte: alioquin timendum eſt, ne ſuperſeminentur hæreſes 


and collected into one body; who, I pray, can provide in ſuch ® 


ubi ſi deſit recurſus ad Theologos non depravatos, & in unum 


= veritati faventes: alioquin tolerabilius eſſet nullos 4 


74) ; 
fudy of Theologiral truth may not periſh, but may reſide ſom. | 
"Where as it were in its fountain: for otherwiſe it is to be fear d, 
teſt bereſies and tares ſbou d be ſoun among it, through the va - 
rious Sentiments of ſo many heads, and the diverſity of ſo ma- 
ny paſſions, whence there muſt follow a multiplication of Judge- * 


5 x 88 : N * 
ments. And if recourſe be not had to Divines not depraved, 4 


a caſe? Then he adds theſe remarkable words; which F: 
are farr from quadrating with the diſcourſe you make 
him hold. f F any ſbou d ſay, let-ricourſe be bad to ihe Se 
and Court of the Pope, we wou'd not refuſe this Propoſal; if, 
Divinity bad there but two Doftors, that were not partial, or , 
brit'd; or ſeduc'd; not proud, nor covetous, nor envious ; not 
more devoted to the ſecular or ſpiritual Power, than they are to : 
truth; for otherwiſe it wou'd be much better to have none; than 


to ſuffer ſuch as theſe. The reſpect of Gerſon for the Bi: 


ſhops” of his time, was not, as you may perceive; ei- 
ther implicite or exceſſive; of which you may ſtill J 
Judge better by the ſequel of his Text, where he 
makes to himſelf the threadbare Objection of the ene- 
mies to Scholaftick Theology. What * have we or the 

325 fs + Church Y 
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cum Zizania, propter tot capitum varietatem, tot inſuper paſ- 
ſionum diverſitatem, unde multiplicatio ſequitur judiciorum ; 
colleQos, quis, oro, providebit ? Conſider. 7. 2 part. de Exa- 
mint. Do#rin. : | a A „ * 

t Si dixerit aliquis, fiet recurſus ad ſedem & curiam ſummi 
Pontificis; non negabimus hoc, ſi Theologia illic habuerit 
duos Doctores non partiales, non ſeductos, non faſtnoſos, non 
quæſtuoſos, aut invidos, non poteſtati ſeculari, non ſpirituali, 


abere, quam tales pati. ibid. 6 | © 2 
* Quid nobis & Eccleſiæ de Theologis? nam per quos ali- . 
os Hzreſes oriuntur & ortæ ſunt? certe per eos ſimiles quotidie, 
& fi non in prædicatione, Mem in verbis domeſticis & operati- 
one? ſed eſto, proveniant Hæreſes per Theologos depravatos 
— nunquid eo caſu plus eniti convenit ſuſcitate contra tales 


bus 


reprobos & norios, plures alios potentes obſiſtere "ſuis Haref.- 


; ( 3 ) 
Thurch tb do with Divines, for who elſe have given birth of old 
Fo Heręſies, or that do ſo now? that occaſion ſuch every 


Pr not in their preaching, yet in their common diſcourſe and 
25 grog. Well, be it ſo: let us ſuppoſe that Heręſies come by de- 
= praved Divines is it not fitting in this caſe to uſe all poſ- 

- Able means for raiſeing up againſt ſuch reprobate and pernici- 
1 * Perſons, ſeveral others that will be able to gain: ſay their 
Ke guis d Hereſies, and which Divines alone can diſcover or con- 


„ te: But the men who can be blam'd for introducing Here= 
1. iff es, are they whoſe duty it being to reſiſt ſuck, are themſelves 
Vid watchmen, dumb dogs, fooliſh pilots, expoſing the veſſel 
"og tbe Church to all manner of dangers, and neither being able 
7% Fer willing to. ſtæer it aright: nay, they deprive thoſe of the 
"Heans, they caſt them out, they defame, and deſpiſe them, 
Bi. bo both cou d and wou'd affiſt it. Make the application 
ei. theſe laſt words, to thoſe in favour of whom we 
gill Poubt not Gerſon wou'd ſpeak them, were he now a- 


he Nez and, if you pleaſe, my Lord, decide at prefent 
ne. whom this great man is moſt favourable in Do- 
be Wrine; whether to the Epiſcopal order, or to the 


Examen of Doctrines. Tis a hypotheſis that he makes, 


paſ- Ind one that is very proper to the ſub ect whereof 1 
am ; im treating here, tho it may not pleaſe perhaps thoſe 


Fho are call'd the non-accepting Biſhops. But what 
Watters it? I have ſought for it, and it muſt make a 
Hart of this Letter. Gerſon haveing been juſt ſpeaking of 
he neceſſity and uſefulneſs of Study, let a twofold truth 
Pus palliatis, quas ſoli Theologi vel deprehendere, vel con- 
. Sincere ſtifficiunt. IIli vero culpantur rationabiliter Hzreſes 


— Antroducere, qui, ex officio reſiſtere debentes, faQi ſunt ſpe- 
a. ff ulatores Ceci, canes muti, nautæ ſtulti, navem Eccleſiæ nau- 
tos 8118 omnibus exponentes, quam regere nec ſciĩunt nec vo- 
ales ; ſeientibus denique, volentibuſque ſuccurrere, viam Claus. 
eff. $92, ipſos abjiciunt, infamant, ſpernunr, 
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makes to himſelf the threadbare Objection of the ene- 


12 veritati faventes: alioquin tolerabilius eſſ 
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Nudy of Theologiral truth may not periſh; but may reſide ſom«, , 
"where as it were in its fountain: for otherwiſe it is to be fear di 
Leſt berefies aud tares ſbou d be ſown among it, through the vas 
rious Sentiments of ſo many heads, and the diverſity of .ſo mia. 
y paſſrons, whence there muſt follow a multiplication of Judge- * 
ments. And if recourſe be not had to Divines not depraved, 7 
and collected into one bodly 5 ho, I pray, can provide in ſuch 9 
à caſe? Then he adds theſe remarkable words; which F. 
are farr from quadrating with the diſcourſe you make 
him hold. + If any ſbou d ſay, ler-ricoutſe be bad to ihe &, 
and Court of the Pope, ue wou'd not refuſe thit Propoſals "iff . 
Divinity bad there but two DoFors, that were nt partial, or © 
brib d, or ſeduc' d; not proud, nor covetbus, nor en bious; not 
more devoted to the ſecular or ſpiritual Poder, than they are to. 
truth; for otherwiſe it uu d be much better to haue none; than 7 
to ſuffer ſuch as theſe.” The reſpe& oß Gerſon for this Bi- 

ſhops of his time, was not, as you may perceivey ei. 

ther implicite or exceſſive; of which you may fill 
judge better by the ſequel of his Text where he 
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cum Zizania, propter tot capitum varietatem, tot inſuper paſ-· 
ſionum diverſitatem, unde multiplicatio ſequitur judiciorum ; 
ubi ſi deſit recurſus ad Theologos non depravatos, & in unum 
colleQos, quis, oro, providebit ? , Conſider. 7. 2 bart. de Exa- 
Si dixerit aliquis, fiet recurſus ad ſedem & curiam fummi 
Pontificis; non negabimus hoc, ſi Theologia illic habuerit 
duos Doctores non partiales, non ſeduQtos, non faſtuoſos, non 
quæſtuoſos, aut invidos, non poteſtati ſeculari, non A nul 5 
.nullos % 


= 
. 


dere, quam tales pati. ibid. 9... A 
© * Quid nobis & Eccleſiz'de Theologis? nam per quos ali- fn 
os Hereſes oriuntur & ortæ ſunt? certe per eos ſimiles quotidie, 
& fi non in prædicatione, ſiltem in verbis domeſticis & operati- 
one? ſed eſto, proveniant Hæreſes per Theolopos depravatos 
—— nunqutd eo — convenit ſuſcitate contra tales 


burch to do a Divines, for who elſe have given birth of ola 
o Herefies, or that do ſo now? that occaſion ſuch every days 
not in their from yet in their common diſcourſe and 


&rorks. Well, be it ſo: let us ſuppoſe that Hereſies come by de- 
the raved Divines is it not fitting in this caſe to uſe all pof- 
? 


ble means for raiſeing ub againſt ſuch reprobate and pernici- 
1 oo 72855 K. 52 rf be «1 to ty their 
4 bſguis'd Hereſies, and which Divines alone can diſcover or con- 
te? But the men who can be blam'd for introducing Hore- 
Wes, are they whoſe duty it being to reſiſt ſuch, are themſelves 
ind watchmen, dumb dogs, fooliſh pilots, expoſing the veſſol 


t F ibe Church to all manner of dangers, and neither being able 
„ 7% der willing to. ſteer it aright: nay, they deprive thoſe of the 
ban eau, they caſt them out, they defame, and deſpiſe them, 
Ri: e boch con d and uud affiſt it, Make the — 
| ein! F theſe laſt words, to thoſe in favour of whom we 


Pubt not Gerſon wou?d ſpeak them, were he now a- 
Pe; and, if you pleaſe, my Lord, decide at prefent 
= whom this great man is moſt favourable in Do- 
Wrine; whether to the Epiſcopal order, or to the 
ody of Doctors. You muſt {till have the patience; 
Ind I beg your pardon for it, to hear a ſmall reflecti- 
In of this author's, drawn out of the ſame book of the 
Examen of Doctrines. Tis a hypotheſis that he makes, 


pal Ind one that is very proper to the ſub ect whereof L 
m ; Fm treating here, tho' it may not pleaſe perhaps thoſe 
zum ho are call'd the non-accepting Biſhops. But what 


Waatters it? I have ſought for it, and it muſt make a 
rt of this Letter. Gerſon haveing been juſt ſpeaking of 


— Me neceſſiry and uſefulneſs of Study, let à twofold truth, 
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R us palliatis, quas ſoli Theologi vel deprehendere, vel con- 
, Pincere frifficiunt. 111 vero culpantur rationabiliter Hæreſes 


* I ntroducere, qui, ex officio reſiſtere debentes, facti ſunt ſpe- 
ati. ulatores cæci, canes muti, nautz ſtulti, navem Eccleſis nau- 
os agiis omnibus exponentes, quam regere nec ſciunt nec vo- 
| x N®, ® * 0 „ 0 * . N =. 
les Mant; ſeientibus denique, volentibuſque ſuccurrere, viam claus 
ch. ant, 3plos abjicinnr, infamant, ſpernunt. 
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269 
ſays * he, be join d to this conſideration. The firſt truth is, 
that ſuppoſing any mere Prieft or Layman, no way aut bo 
riæ d. ſhou'd be ſo excellently learned in the Scriptures, that 
more credit ought 10 be given to his, aſſertion in a PY of 
Doftrine, than to the Pope's declaration (for the Goſpel is ſoon- % 
er to be believ'd than the Pope) if ſuch a learned Man ſhou't % 
reach any truth to be contain d in the Goſpel, about which th 
Pope either knew nothing, or F WILLEULLY ERRED,, it i if 
ſelf-evident, whoſe Judgement ought to be preferr d. The otha 
truth is, that ſuch a learned man ought, in. caſe a General 
Council were aſſembPd, and be preſent at it, to oppoſe himſelf i 
the ſame ; ſhou'd he find that the greater part inclin d, out of 
malice or ignorance, to decree the contrary of what is in ii 1 
Goſpel. The moſt bleſſed Hiliarius bas given us an || exam 1 
of this conduct. What Gerſon ſays here of a ſingle Do* 
ctor with regard to the Pope, and even of a Gener: 
Council, he has ſaid in a hundred places, and fill mor 
concluſively againſt the Biſhops. I am not very ſur 
my Lord, that your Penman will be ſo ready anothe 
time, to cite this author or appeal to his teſtimony. F 

What wou'd be ſay (tis of Gerſon that he ill ſpeakis C 
whom he will have right or wrong to plead the cau/f | 
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HF” | 2 huic conſiderationi duplex veritas. Prima, ſt 
3 . . L FE. 
ret quod aliquis fimplex, non autorizatus, effet tam excelle . 
ter in ſacris literis eruditus, quod plus eſſet credendum in cal, 
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doctrinali ſuz aſſertioni, quam Pape declarationi (conſtat p. 
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eſſe credendum Evangelio quam Papz) fi doceat igitur ta 
eruditus veritatem aliquam in Evangelio contineri, ubi & 
pa neſciret vel ultro erraret, patet cujus preferendum fit Ju 
cium. Altera veritas, talis eruditus deberet in caſu, fi & du 
celebraretur Concilium Generale, cui & ipſe præſens eſſet, i 
fe opponere; fi ſentiret majorem partem ad oppoſitum Eva g. 
li, malitia vel ignorantia declinare. Exemplum beatiſſim in 
ledit Hilarius. Conſider, 5. 1 Part. | 4 
I F Theſe words ought to be very maturely weigh d. 1 Fol 
l. Saint Hilary pronounc i Anathema three times againſt Pope L g 
berius: and Eufebius, aubho avas but a mere Prieſt, boldly oppos d lu. 
ſof to this Pope's Dottrine, and told him to bs face that he eri 
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of the 28 Biſhops, which upon this occaſion is cer- 
3, „% Nainly to make him act a very comical Perſonage) whar 
uthol wou'd be ſay, if be beard the Publication of thoſe incompatible 
th Declarations? Mpereof ſome, being carry d to the foot of the 
* of? throne by twelve Doctors, aſſur d the King of a ready obedience z 
=_— and whereof others, fince the death of this Prince, declare it to 
50% be falſe that be was obey'd. In anſwer to this fine and cu- 
y t Tious allegation, k ſhall fay here, what has been repeat- 
:; da hundred times; that the Deliberation of the Fa- 
oh Fulty, on. the 5th of March, 1714, wherein you tri- 
ner mph fo much, was forc'd by the advice of the Abbot 
Gif er: who, to reconcile the abedience that an abſolute 
„ rice, and one who wou d not be contradicted, re- 
„ i Nnuir'd to his orders, with the love of truth, and our 
181 Eeal for it, conceiv'd this temperament. } mean, to 
, gree to regiſter the King's Letters with the * Bull; 
Ind at the fame time to fead adepuration of ſome Doctors 
o his Majeſty, to demand the permiflion of him to la- 
Pur in the ſtrengthning both of Doctrine and Diſcipline : 
Mis being a temperament that appear'd very wiſe and 
Wrudent, efpecially at a time when no body cou'd 
peak freely with any fafety, and which but too well 
Portray'd out to us the unhappy mtriegues of the Coun- 
Fils of Armmm and Sa, on accafion whereof Saint 
Freery Naxianzen To kandſomely expreft himſelf. The 
— Wk was before, fays he f, and the Acenfer behind. If any 
Fefus'd figning, his adverfary was ready to ruin him. 
Promiſes were made to ſome, and menaces us d again(t 
Dthers, in lien of all good reafons: there were a multi- 
Iude of Letters under the private Signet, which the Mi- 
Piſters of this Perfecution might arbitrarily fill up with 
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t, I * Conflitatio, una cum duabus literis, inſcribenda - diri - 

Eva gantur duedecim ſeniors, qui—novum in tuendà præſidium 

1 mk implorent fo | | ; | 5 1 3 

i n promptu atramentum erat, & Calumniator a tergo. I 

| 4 ollow the T.atine Citations of my Original, both as to this Father and 
2 | ius, Sec. , : IT" g 


ed 6 5 


why, my Lord, did you ſay in your Memorial, Eele 


rant, that there were but fix ; as the Cardinal of Ro- 


b 7 


( 28 ) f 

ell'd out of the Sorbonne, and others exil'd; a lamenta. 4, 
ble cataſtrophe, whereof none can ſpeak without grief 
and abhorrence. ; 

I ſay therefore, my Lord, what a hundred others N 
nave Lid before me, and very well prov'd, that Re- 
giſtring is not always an act of acceptation and an authen- 
tick approbation of the piece, which is ſo regiſter'd. 
In affe > When a ſecular Prince obliges us to regi- 
fter the Regulations or Decifions of an, Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, which we know * not 10 be infallible, we are 
in no wiſe oblig d (by our bare regiſtring of ſuch thing 
in obedience to a Prince, who has a right to hinder 
and Rop the courſe of ſuch religious Diſputes, as may 
endanger the repoſe of his Dominions) we are not ob- 5. 
lig'd, I fay, to approve the Doctrine of this Eccle- . 
Haſtical Power; eſpecially when ſome, on the one 
hand, are ſcandaliz d at it; and that ſome, on the o- 
ther hand, pretend a right from thence, to authorize 
their errours. Your Lordſhip pretends. no doubt that 
the Regiſtring in queſtion, did expreſs a pure and dim-W 

le acceptation : but whoever ſpeaks fo, does. autho- 
Nie the crime of thoſe, who arc well known to have 


— 2 


falfify d the Decree of the Faculty, 4»no 1714. And 


* 


van particularly, who treated them ſo ſplendidly at 
Verſaiſles, ſhou'd be the firſt to remember it. Moun-** 
Heur Cheudiere, with whom he had divers little bicker- 
ings, and even ſome agreeable conteſtations upon the 
matter then in hand, is a witneſs without reproach of & 
this truth ; and he has taken great care to acquaint | 
every body with it, and to repeat it to ſuch as he 
thought might have forgot it. It is true indeed that 
the Concluſion marks 12 Deputies, but they were re. 
duc'd to fix. People ſhou'd never depart from the 
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truth, 


( 29) 


nta. ruth, even in the ſmalleſt matters, or the moſt indif- 
riet Ferent points. . po 


In the excurſion you make againſt the Rector of the 


ners FUniverſity, you compare him without any manage- 
Re. ment to an antient Rector of the ſame body, who 
10n- gpoſtatiz d in the laſt age but one. The Compariſon 
r'd. qs very odious, and it may be ſaid that none has leſs 
egi. nerited it than Monfieur de Montempuys, who is at pre- 
ical Went Rector of this famous Univerſity. But you puſh 
are our reflection much further ſtill, and inſult the whole 
inge Ppody, by compareing the Univerſity of Pars to that of 
der / irtemberg, which Luther drew into his * Apoſtaſy. 
na y Arbus begun, ſay you, about two ages ago the Hergſies that have 
ob · Peen ſo fatal ro this Kingdom; ſo they expreſs'd ihemſelues under 
cle- be ?mperions Luther in the Univerſity of Wittemberg, when 
one he Bull of Leo the tenth was treated there with the ſame indig- 
2 0. Fity, that the followers of Janſenius treat that of Clement 
rize We eleventh ; ſo ſpoke at that time the Rector of the Univerſity of 


Waris (you name Cops in the margin) who, at the bead 


be body which be afflited by ba Apoſtaſy, united hinge] v0 the 
8 


tho- iemies of the Church, a hoſe deciſions he deſpis d. ] paſs over 
ave ſßhe parallel, which is farr from deſerving to be ſeri- 
And Puſly confuted, and I ſtop onely at a moſt groſs con- 
reve fradiction of your Penman : for how indeed cou'd the 
gno· Univerſity be afflicted at the Apoſtaſy of Copus, if it be 
Ro- true, as he ſays, that it join'd its Intereſts to thoſe af 
at this Rector, in favour of the enemies of the Church? 
bun 


Nonfeſs, My Lord, that there is a good deal of Stupi- 
ker- Hlity in this part of your Memorial: beſides, that x: a 
the Ws perſonal in it with regard to Monſieur de Montempuys, 
1 of fand Monficur Pourchot the Syndick of the Univerſity, 
aint has offended all honeſt men; every body has done em 
he Huftice, and own'd that they have not in the leaſt de- 
that Ferv'd ſuch expreflions. Whence then can proceed the 
1. frage of your — againſt thoſe Gentlemen? Is it 
the | a 
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yo_ — — ——— 


I * Poople muſt ſpeak in this ſtrain, who have not actually broke 
Communion with the Church of Rome. | 
ath, 4 5 a be- 


notwithſtauding our juſt indignation, won'd coſt ſometbing 1e 
© (ur. chart 'y, We agree without any difficulty, that hen theſe B 6. HY 


+wo falſe Decrees, which appear'd under the name of 


©, M } 
becauſe they have confuted in their publick Diſcourſe, Þ 
what is in the Paſtoral Charges of the Archbiſhop of 
Rheims, againſt the body whereof they are the heads, 
and more eſpecially againſt the F aculty of Theology? 
Alas! the Parliament has ſufficiently authoriz'd thex'? 
conduct, and the cloud of arreſts 1fu'd againſt the con- 
duct of this Prelate, are not the propereſt in the world 
to juſtify the conduct of your Penman. 3 


n > 
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But now we come to another head of your Memori. 
al, which merits a freſh attention, and which is of a 
nother-guets conſequence. Loar Royal Higbueſr (as you 
are made to fpeak) being perfectly vers'd in the events of thu | 
Mon archy, needs nat tu be put in mind of eboſe ſtrokes ſo el! 
marks out in our hiſtories, aud fo paper tu male known te what | 
excefs the Unrvertities have been can d, when they baue ou, 
bzoke the rein that * impos'd on them by the Eccleftaſtical amd tb 
Civil Laws: wherefore, farr front enoring into a detait, which! 


dies contmre attach'd by a conflant ſubmiſſion to the Church 
and to the Biſhops, they may be 2975 to the | ame Church. 
In the margin juſt over againſt thofe words, rhofe ftra\e 
fo well markt, you have been at the pars to cite the hiſferis 
of Henry the third and Henry the fourth. Tis very plain 
that you had in your view, and defign'd to fpeak of the 


the Faculty, in the tempeſtuous times of the League; 
but this is an old Calumny deſtroy'd ever fince that 
very time by two great * magiſtrates of the Parliament 
of Paris, the one was Prefident of it, and the other Se 
Licitor General: a calumny, I ſay, which the enemies ® 
of the Faculty have very lately renew'd; and which 
twenty four Biſhops, Doctors of this body, tho perhaps 
without haveing extremely merited this degree (at 
Teaft the greater part of them) have not been aſhamd 
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Monteur de Harlay, firſt Prefident, ard Manſicur de b | 
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Eueſſe, the Sollicttor General. 


urſ 3 

op of _.. 5 (631 ) | _ 
eads / adopt, in 2 Memorial preſented to the Regent of 
ogy! the Kingdom. I beg leave to borrow in this place the 
they teſtimony of 2 Proteſtant, but of an able and fincere 


A*. 


con. Proteitant, who liv'd in the time of thoſe two Kings. I 
vorld 4 ſpeak of Caſaubon, who in his 24th Letter addreſt to 
| Fronto Daceus a Jeſuit, that had ſent him the Amphitheatre 
ef bonour (that Book of Charles Scribanins, which made ſo 


N 


nori. great a noiſe) ſpeaks to him thus about this Apologiſt 
of a of the Jeſuits. e * ſbou'd have gone to the Sorbonne, aud 
vou conſult the Dottors of that moſt famons School. The Sorbonne 
Ftbe 7 w0u d. have taught him, how dangerous it had been bitherto in 
well France to be ignorant of ths (that the Popes have no 
bat right over the Temporalities of Kings) fe wou'd have 
euer told bim, how often ſhe bad agreed with the Arreſts of the Par- 
4 tha liament of Paris, when it ſeverely animadverted againſt Peo- 
hieb, le, who ſpoke much leſs obnoxious things than Scribanius. 

<1 This paſſage of Caſaulos does honour to the F aculty 
arch of Parn, and clearly ſhows the falſity of what his been 
reh, formerly advanc'd by the Author of the Politicks of the 
role (leg) among 2 great many other calumnies, that in the 
eri reigns of Henry III, and Henry IV, the whole Faculty had 
tain 1 maintain d the ohinion of the Ultramontans, about the Power 
ebe of the Popes, to detbrone Kings for cauſe of Hereſy. Monfieur 
f Arnaud wrote a book expreſsly to confute this Calum- 
re ; niator, and to juſtify his Society againſt ſo odious an 
hat f imputation. But tis ſurprizeing that he has not cited 
ent this fine paſſage of Caſaubon, which does ſo great honour 
el. to the body of which he was. There's a great deal of 
ics probability he had not read it; and that this fine Letter, 
ich ſo very curious, and particularly ſo advantageous to the 
aps memory of the celebrated Arnauld his Father (whom 
( — | 

nd 


Adiret igitur Sorbonam, & celeberrimæ illius ſcholæ Doc 
cores conſuleret. Doceret eum Sorbona, quim fuerit hactenus 
in Gallizs periculoſum hoc neſcire : narraret quoties ipſa ordini 
ö ampliſſimo aſſenſum præbuerit, ſeverè in eos animadvertenti, 
qui mitiore longe quam Scribanius dixiſſent. 


T Ae entitul d his book, The Apology of the catholi ck i 
: 5 Ca- 


32) FI 
Cafurboy defends againſt the horrible calumnies of Scri- 
lanius, and from thoſe of Monfieur de la Boderie the Am- 
baſſador of France in England, whoſe Daughter Was mar- 
ry'd to Moni eur 4 Andilly his brother, being mother 
to Monſieur de Pompon that this Letter, I ſay, was not 
known to him: tho every body did themſelves a plea- 
fare, by furniſhing him with Memoirs, relateing to all 
the ſubjects on which he wrote. Be this how it will, 
Caſaubon praiſes very much in this Letter the Faculty of 
Divinity upon the purity of its Doctrine, and the great i, 
men it then had. I repeat it therefore, My Lord, that what- 
ever is alledg'd in the e Libel you have copy'd, is 
a Calumny. For beſides that thoſe Decrees are not to 
be found on our Regiſters, and that we find on the con- 
trary the anſwer, which our oldeſt Doctors gave to the 
Pariſians, who conſulted. them to know, whether with | 
a ſafe conſcience they cou'd acknowledge for their King 
Henry IV, tho continueing a Heretick ; which anſwer 
determin'd them at laſt, by the conſent of all Hiſtori- 
ans, to receive him into their town. We further obſerve 
that thoſe Decrees, be they of what nature you will, do 
not bear any of the Characters which cou'd give them at 
that time the form of Juridical Acts of the Faculty; 
ſince they are not {ubſcrib'd either by the Dean, nor by 
the Syndick, who were then at the head of this Facul- 
ty: and that our Regiſters do further prove, that theſe 
two principal Officers proteſted againſt thoſe pieces 
which they highly diſapprov'd as null and void, as ſoon 
as they came to their knowledge. Moreover at that 
difficult time, when the Faculty was all diſpers'd, or 
had almoſt quite diſappear d, and that Informers made 
every body tremble, it is not very ſurprizeing, that, 
after haveing ſeen the whole Parliament led in a body 
to the Baſtile by the Leaguers, and even to ſee one of | 
their principal * Magiſtrates cruelly executed, ſome | 
affrighted Doctors, or ſuch as were devoted to the F 
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Bo Preſident Briſſon, a man of extraerdivavy learning, apa [ 
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League 


League (ſuch as the famous f Bexcher, the Curate of 
Saint Bennet) ſhou'd forge Decrees, which moſt certain- 
ly were never look'd upon by any diſintereſted Perſons, 
r- as the work of the Faculty. i | 
er | | 


ot But permit me to tell you, My Lord, that the re- 
proach with which you now load a famous body of men, 
Avhereof twenty four among you have the advantage to 
pe Members, becomes you Biſhops leſs than any other 


*K:cads of that ſame formidable League, whereof you are 
Pleas'd to revive the memory? Have you forgot, that 
=} ey were Cardinals, Archbi ſhops, and Biſhops ? The 
Cardinal of Guiſe, whoſe pernicions intriegues drew up- 
pn him ſo fatal an end at the States of 9 Blox, was he 
bot the principal author of it, the very Soul and firſt 
mover of it, if I may ſo expreſs my ſelf? as under his 


vg irection Peter dEpinac, Archbiſhop of Lyons, to whom 
er is rage againſt the Royal Family procur'd the title of 
r1- BE hancellor of the League; ran to all the exceſſes ima- 
Ve inable. The famous Jencbrand , Archbiſhop of Aix, 


ho, haveing never acknowledg'd Henry the 4th, dy'd 
n exile ; and Roze, Biſhop of Senli, that furious Leaguer, 
5 Pithout mentioning many others who have done no 
preat honour to your order, were they not either the 
Peads or the chief ſupports of this famous party? 


ces The Wiſdom therefore and the Diſcretion ofmy Lords 
don he Biſhops of Een, Condom,  Movrathon; Auxerre, and 
hat gen, cannot but be xpprov'd; who wou'd never ſub- 

IT of Pafſion and extravagance 


or I cribe 2 Memorial ſo all. 
ide From one end to the other: I Memorial, I fay, which, 
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Ie dyd Dean of Tournay Many years after. 

_ He was aſſaſjnated there, together with his brother the Duke 


pf Guiſe; and it was the Cardinal of Loraine, their Uncle, that 
— T fermd the Plan of the League at the Council of Trent, whereof 
e war Preſident. 
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olks. I beg you to tell me fincerely, who were the 
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| =. ta open my ſelf to you with my ordinary franknefs, does 
. _ fo little honour to the Epiſcopal Order, and which 
© eught to have made ſome of thoſe who ſign'd it to 
bluſh, when the warmth of their heads was a little 
allay d, and that they read it over again in cool blood. 
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n 255 $7 My Lord, IS 
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zoth, 1717. =D W CS Your moſt bumble, Sc 
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